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T7 was, Madam, the Characer 
| an ancient W orthy in the 
| Chriſtian Church'gave of a noble 

perſon of your Sex, that, in refe- 

rence to the matters of Religion ſhe 

was not only a Learner, but 4 

Judge. And, accordingly, he inx 

ſcribes to her drvers of bis writings 

(even ſuch as did require a very 

2 accu- 


THE EPISTLE 
accurate judgment in the reading 
of them;_) Which remain, unto this 
day, dilperſedly, mn ſeveral parts 
of bis works, dignify d with ber 
( often prefixed ) name. 


A greater, indeed,than he,men- 


tions it as anill character, to benot - 


a doer ofthe Law, but a Judge. It 
makes a great difference in the ex- 
ercile of the ſame faculty, and in 
doing the ſame thing, with what 
mind and delign it is done. 
Thereis a judging,that we may 
learn, anda judging, that wemay 
not. A judgment fublervient to 
our duty, and 4 judgment oppo- 
lite to it. Without a degree of the 
fortner noonecan ever be a ſerious 
Ebriftian. By means of the latter, 


many 


DEDICATORY. i 
many never are. The World 
through wiſdom knew not God. 

A cavilling litigious wir, in the 
confidence wherof any ſet themſelves 
above their Rule,and make tt their 
bufenes only to cenlure it, as if they 
would rather find faults in it, than 
themſelves, i as inconfiſtent with 
lincere piety, asan humbly judi- 
cious diſcerning mind zF necefſa- 

to 1t. 

This proceeds from a due ſavour 
and reliſh of divine things, peculiat 
to them, in whom an heavenly {pt- 
rit and principle have the poſlet- 
fion,and a governing power. They 
that are after the Spirit, do fa- 
vour the things of the Spirit: 
The other from the prepoſſc{tion 
A 3 ind 
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and prejudice of a dilaffefted car- 
nal mind. T hey that are after the 


fleſh, do only favour the things 
of the fleſh. 


The ability God hath endow'd 
your Ladiſhip with to judge of the 
Truth that is after godlinels, 5s 
that you are better pleas'd to ule, 
than hear of. I ſhall therefore be 
ſfolent herein, and rather diſpleaſe 
many of them that know you, who 
will be apt to think a copious ſub-- | 
. jet is neglected; than ſay any thing | 
that may offend either againſt your 
Ladiſhips znclinationor my own. 

Here is nothing abſtrule and dit- 
ficult for you toexerciſe aprotound 
judgment upon; nor any thing cu- 
rioustogratifie a plealant wit. But 
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| DEDICATORY. 
plain things, ſuitable to you, upon |, 
accounts common to the gene- 
rality of Chriſtians, not that are 
peculiar to your ſelf. "Tis caſte 
to a well-temper d mind, (of how 
high intellefual excellencies ſoever ) 
to deſcend tothe ſame level with the 
reſt ; when for them to reach up to 
the others pitch, zs not ſo much 
as poſlble. 
Qur heavenly Father keeps not 
( as to the ſubſtantials of our nutri- 
ment ) diſtin#t tables for his Chil- 
dren, but all- muſt eat the fame 
ſpiritual meit,and drink the ſame 
jd iritual drink. He hath not one 
Golpel for great wits,andanother 
for plainer people; But as allthat 
are born of . him muſt meet at 


A 4 _ length 


' means, if it be capable of proving 
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length none end, ſo they mnt all 
walk by the ame rule, and in the *© 
flame way, thither. 

And when I had firſt mentioned 
this Text of Scripture m your 
hearing, the ſavour you expreſt to 
me of the ſubje&, eafely induc'd | 
me, when, fierward;, I rechonda i 
d iſcomſe upon it might be of com- 
mon uſe, to addreſs that allo (ſuch 
as it is ); in this way, to your Lady- 
ſhip: Accounting the mention of «| 
yourname might draw the eyes of ; 
ſome to it, that have no reaſon to re- 


gard the Authors and that by this | 


a a MA\akſ ect... 


beneficial to any, the benefit might 
be diffus d ſo much the further. 


7 be "apmnes of the materials and 
{ub- 
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ſubjeR, bere diſconurſt of,to de good 

* generally, I cannot doubt. Neither 
our preſent duty or peace ; nor Our 
future ſafety or felicity can be pro- 
vided for as they ought, till our 
minds be more abſtratted from 
fime, and taken up about the un- 
ſeen, eternal World. 

W bile our thoughts are too ear- 
neſtly engaged about the events of 
future time, they are vain, bitter, 

f qzmpure, and diverted from our no- 
te and moſt necellary purſuits. * 

They follow nnch the temper and 

bent by our Spirits, which are often 

' 100 intent pon what is uncertain, 

and perhaps, impollible. | 

All good and | bol ly Perſons can- 
' not liveingood Times. For who 
ſhould 


HI. A. & @. Hen. es, © 
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ſhould bear up the Name of God in 
bad, and tranſmit it to ſucceeding 
times? Eſpecially when good Men 
 arenotof the ſame mind jt isimpoſ- 
ſible. And, more eſpecially, when 
they have not.learn't,as yet, to bear 
one anothers differences. T he ſame 
time, and ſtate of things which 
pleaſe ſome, muſt diſpleaſe others. 

For ſome, that will think them- 
ſekves much injur'd if they be not 
thought wery pious Perſons, will be | 
pleaſed with nothing leſs thanthe de- 
ftruftion of them that differ from 
them. Sothat while this is deſigned 
and attempted only; generally, nei- 
| ther ſort is pleaſed, 'T he One be- 
| cauſe it isnotdone,T he Other be- 


cauſe it is in doing. | 
I 


m 
n 

> 
M- 
CN 
ar 
ne 


ch 


DEDICATORY. 

It muſt be a marvellous alterat> 
on of Mens minds that muſt make 
the Times pleaſe us all; while, "_ | 

ofztion of their remaining unal- 
ape Th, is nothing will pleaſe 
one ſort,but toſee the otherPagans, 
or Beggars, who in the mean time * 
are not enough mortify d either to 
their Religion, or the neceſſary 
accommodations of humane lite, . 


| asto be well pleas d with either. | 


To truſt God chearfully with the 


Government of this W orld, and to 


live in the joyful hope and expeCta- 

tion of a better, are the only means 

to relieve and eaſe us ; and give 

#s a vacancy for the proper work 
and buſmes of our prelent 'T ime. 

1his is the deſogn of the follow- 

Wm 
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ng diſcourſes. The tormer whereof 
i diretfed againſt the careful 
thoughts,wbich are apt to ariſe in | 


our minds concerning the Events 


of future-Time,zpon a fear what 


they may be. The other, which 
by way of Appendix is added to 


the former tends to repreſs the im- 
moderatedelireof knowing what 


| they {hall be. - 


Which latter I thought, mn re- 
Jpef? of it s affinity to the other fit to | 
be added to it ; and mr ofpeft of 
the commonnels, and ill tendency 
of this Diftemper, very neceſlary. 
And indeed both the extreams in 
this matter are very unchriſtian , 


and pernicious. A ſtupid neglect 
Gods | 
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Gods Providence about it on the 


one hand ; Andan Enthuſiaſtick 
Phrenfie, carrying Men to expe? 
they well know not what? Or why? 
on the other. w 
Our great care ſhould be to ſerve 
thatIntereſt fa:thfully in our own 
{tations,for owr little time that will 
ſoon be over. Tour Ladiſhip hath 
been called toſerve it in a Famil 
wherein it hath long flouriſhed. And 
which it hathdignity d, beyond all 


to | the ſplendour that Antiquity and 


Secular greatnes could confer upon 
it. The Lord grant it may long conti- 
ne to flouriſh there zmder the jount- 
influence of your noble Confort, 
and your own; And, afterwards, 
in a Polterity, that may imitate 

| their 
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their Anceſtors in ſubſtantial Piety, 
and ſolid goodnels. 

Which is a glory that will not 
fade, nor vary ; not_ change with 


' times, but equally recommend it 


ſelf, to ſober and good Men in all 
times. Whereas that which ariſes 
rom the eſteem of a Party can 

neitberbe diffuſrve, nor laſting. 
Tis true that Icaimot but rec- 
hon tt a part of any Ones praile 
in 4 time wherein there are diffe- 
rent Sentiments and wales, 71 Cir- 
cumſtantial matters relating to Re- 
ligion, to encline moſt tothat which 
I take to come neareſt the Truth 
and our- common Rule. But, as 
was ſaid by one that was a great 
and early light an the Chriſtian 
ire Church ; 
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Church; <That isnot Philoſophy, 
« which 1s profeſs by this or that 
« Set, but that which 4s true in 
« 41 Gefts.” Sonor doT take that 
to be Religion, which z peculiar 
to this or that Party of Chriſti- 


4ns (many of whom are too apt to 


ſay here is Chriſt, and there is 


Chriſt, as if he were divided ) 
but tha which is according to 
the mind of God among . Hos 
all. 

And I miſt profes to have that 
honour fo f r your Ladiſhip,which 
1 ſncerely bear, and moſt juſtly owe 
unto you, cbieflyjupon the account 
not of the things wherein you 
differ from many other ſerious 
Chriſtians ( though - therein you 


agree 
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og alſo with my telt ) as for * 
thoſe things wherein you agree | 
with them all. Under which no- | 
tion (and wnder the lenfible Obli- 

gation of your many ſingular Fa- © 


wvours ) 1 am 


Mana mn, 1 


 Þ 


Your | Lad iſhips 
very humble and 
devoted Servant 


in the Goſpel, 


Joun Howe. 
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THE FUTURE. 
k MarTTa. 6. 34. 
Take therefore no Thought for 


the Morrow : for the morrow 


ſhall take Thought for the 
things of it ſelf - ſufficient for 


, the day is the evil thereof. 


H E Negatrve Precept (or 
the Prohibition ) in 
fd the firſt words of this 
Ea Verſe, I ſhall take for 

| the principal ground 

\ of the intended Diſcourſe: Bur 
thall make uſe of the following 
B words, 


of Thought fulnes 


words, for the ſame purpoſe for 
which they are here ſ\ubjoyn d by 
Our Lord, Viz, the Enforcement 
of it. 


For our better underſtanding 
the Import of the Precept, Two 
things in it require Explication. 


How we are to under- 


ſtand [The Morrow.] 


What is meart: by the | 
[ Thoughtfulnes | we 
are to abſtain from, in 
reference thereto. 


1. By the Morrow muſt be meant; 


1. Some meaſure of time or other. 


2+ Ouch Occurrences, as it may © 
be ſuppoſed ſhall fall within | 
the Compaſs 'of that time. 


Web 
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We are therefore to conſider, 


1. What portion or meaſure. of 
tome may be here fignihed by to 
morrow, tor ſome time it muſt (tg- 
nifie, in the firſt place, as funda- 
mental to the further meaning: 
Not abſtrattly, or for it /elf, bur 
as it is the Continent of {uch or 
= ſuch things as may fall within 

that time. And fo that meature 

of time may, 1: Admit, no doubr, 

E to be taken ſtriffly for the very 
'e f mext day, according to the literal 
In import of the word to morrow: 
: Bur 2. Itis allo to be taken in a 
much larger. ſence, tor the whole 

of .our remaining time, all our f#- 

turity in this world. Indeed; the 

7. - Whole time of our Life on Earth 
| 1s fpoken of in the Scriptures, but 
ray 4 as a day. Let bim alone that he may 
thin} accompliſh as an bireling his day. Job 
ime. B 2 14. 6: 
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14. 6. We are a fort of iugjfs, 
" ſhort-liv'd Creatures, we live but a 
day, take the whole of our time 
together. Much leſs ſtrange 1s it 
that the little reſidue, the futwe 
time that is before us, which we 
do not know how little it may 
be, ſhould be ſpoken of but as a 
day. Experience hath taught even 
ſenſual Epicures ſo to account their 
zemaining time : Let us eat and 
drink, for to morrow we ſhall dye. 
i, e. Very ſhonly. They were 
right in their Computation, but very 
wrong in their Inference. It ſhould 
have been, Let us watch and pray 
today, we are to dye to morrow, 
let us labour for Eternity becauſe 
time is ſo ſhort. But fay they, 
Let us eat and drink. to day, for to mor- 
row we ſhall dye. A day to eat and 


drink was, it ſeems, a great gain. © 
And if the phraſe were not ſo uſed, | 


to © 
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| for the Future, 


to ſignihe all the reſidue of our 
future time, yet by conſequence 
it muſt be ſo underſtood. For if 
we take to morrow 1n the ſtricteſt . 
lence for the-'yery next day; they 
that are not -permitted, with ſolict- 
tude, to look forward fo far as 
the very next day; much leſs may 
they to a remoter and more di- 
{tant time. Yea and we may in 
ſome ſenſe extend it not only to 
all our future time, but ſimply to all 


."future time as that meaſures the con- 


cernments and affairs, not of this 
world only, but, which is more 
conl(iderable, even of that lefler (e- 
lect community , the Kmgdom of 


: Godin it, mentioned inthe foregoing 


Verſe. Which Kingdom , beſides 
its . future eternal State, lies allo 
{pread and ſtretcht rhroughout all 


| time unto the end of the World. 


And as to its preſent and temporal 
B 3 State, 


j 
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' State, or as it falls under the meaſure 
of time, it is not unſuppoſable that 
it may be within the compals of 
our Saviours delign, to forbid un- 
to his diſciples ( who were not on- 
ly to purſue the bleſſedneſs of that 
Kingdom 1 the other worid, but to in- 
tend the ſervice of it m this ) an mtempe- 
rate and vexations lolicitude about the 
ſucceſs of their endeavours, for the 
promoting its preſent Intereſt. :. e. At- 
ter he had more directly forbidden 
their undue carefulneſs abour their 
own little concernments, what they 
{ſhould eat, drink or put on; And 
directed them rather and more prin- 
cipally ro ſeek the Kingdom of 
God and his Rightcouſnes , with 


an aſlurance that thoſe other things. 


{ſhould be added to them. It 
ſeems not improbable he mightin 


conclution , give this general di- 


rection, as with a more eſpecial | 
* re: | 


ny 
: 
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reference to the private concerns 


ments of humane like, about which 


common frailty might make them 
more apt to be unduly thought- 
ful : So with Some oblique and-le- 
condary reference to the attairs of 
that Kingdom too, which : they were 
here to ſerve as well as hereafter to 
partake and enjoy. And about the 
ſuccels of which ſervice ( being 
once ingaged in it, and the difh- 


[4 cultics they were to encounter, ap- 


pearing great and diſcouraging to 
{o incon{1derable perlons as the 
muſt reckon themlclves) they mighr 
be ſomewhat over ſolicitous allo. 


Nor though they might not as 
yet underſtand their own work, 
nor (conſequently ) have the pro- 
ſpect of its difficylties as yet- in 
view, are we to think our Saviour 
intended to limit the uſefulneſs of 
B 4 the 
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the inſtructions he now gave them, 
to the preſent time, but meant 
them to be of future uſe co them 
as occalions ſhould afterwards ® 
occur. ' As we allo tind that they | 
did recolle&t ſome other ſayings 
of his, and underſtand better the 
meaning of them, when particular 
occaſions brought them ro mind, 
and diſcovered how appolite and ap- 
plicable they then were. _ Luke 
24.8. John 2. 22. | | 


j 


So that we may fitly underſtand 
this prohibition to intend, univer- ' 
ſally, a repreſſing of that roo great # 
aptitude and pronenels in the minds * 

of men, unto undue excurſions into 
tuturity, their intemperate and ex-+/ 
- travagant rangings and roamings 
be. into that unknown Country, that 

' Terra incognita, in which we can ' 
but bewilder and loſe our ſelves - 1 
£0 no purpole, Theres 
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Therefore Serendly and more 
principally, by | to morrow ] we 
are to underſtand the things that may 
fall within that compals of future time, 
For time can only be the object of 
our care, in that relative ſenſe, as it re- 
fers unto ſuch and ſuch. occurren- , 
ces and &mergencies that may fall 
into it. And ſo our Saviour ex- 


| plains himſelf in the very next 
j- words, that by to morrow he means 


the things of to morrow. To mor- 


row ſhall take care for the things of 


i of 


And yet here we muſt careful- 
ly diſtinguiſh, as to thoſe things of 


.- to morrow, matters of Event and 
; of Duty. 


We are not to think 
thele the equally prohibited objects 


| of our thoughts and care. Duty be- 


longs to us, it falls within our Pro- 
vince, 
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vince, and there are (no doubt ) 
thoughts to be employed, how [ 
may continue on in a courſe of du- 

, Unto which I am, by all the 
moſt ſacred Obligations tyed for a 
ſtared courle, that may lie before 
me, ler it be never lo long, and 
be there never ſo many to mor- 
rows in it. There ought to be 
thoughts uſed, of this ſort, concern- 


ing the duties of the morrow, and 


of all my future time. It it pleaſe 
God to give me fuch additional 
time I will love him to morrow, 
I will ferve him to morrow, I will 
truſt him to morrow, I will walk 
with him to morrow. I will, 
through the Grace of God, live in 
his fear, ſervice and communion, 
even as long as I have a day to 
- Ive. Upon ſuch terms doth eve- 
ry ſincere Chriſtian bind himſelf to 


God, even for alwaies, -as God binds | 
him- | 


for the Future. 

) 2 himſelf to themon the ſame terms. 
| T his God ſhall be our God for ever and 
- Þ ever, be ſhall be our ghide even unto 
> © death. Plalm 48. 14. The caſecan 
x | never alter with us in this regard, 
e. bur as the worthieſt object of all 
d 2: our, thoughts is yeſterday, and to day 
- © the ſame, and for ever, \o ſhould the 
e | courle of our thoughts be too, in 
1- - reference to that bleſſed object. Eve- 
d ry day will I bleſs thee, and praiſe thy 
ſ& | name for ever and ever. Plal. 145. 2. 
al _ 1 will ſing unto the Lord as long as 
V, 7 live; I will ſing praiſe to my God 
lt 7 while I have my being. Pfal. 104. 3 3. 
1k * The thoughts of our hgarts ſhould 
11, * be much exerciſed this way, how 
in © it may be thus with us, in all fu- 
»n, + ture time; that to morrow, in this 
to ® relpect may be as this day, and much 
I | ore abundant, as is ſpoken on a 
"to | much another account, I/ai. 56. 12. 
ads 4 Tomorrow hall be asthis day,God 


im- | aſſilt- 


it 
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_ aſſiſting, and much more abund- |, 

ant as to my love to him, ſerving 

/ of him, converling with him, doing 
and deſigning for him, which are 


to run through all my dayes. 


, But now for the Events of to 
morrow, they are things quite of 
another conlideration. They do -., 
not belong to us, they are not of -; 
the = « 5, none of the things * 
within our compaſs. To employ * ;, 
our ſelves with exceſſive intention 
of thoughts and cares concerning yo 
them, is to meddle without our %a; 
Sphere, beyond what 'we have 
any warrant for, farther than as it A 
isin ſome caſes ſuppolable there may &c 
be ſome connexion,and dependance, *ah 

. between ſuch and ſuch Events, and iþpf 
my own either {in, or duty, Þn 


Now Events that may occur.to gir 
us 


| for the Future. 
I- + us to morrow, or in our future 


S © time, you know are diſtingiſhable 
Ss * into good or bad, grateful and un- 
re |. orateful, pleaſing to us or diſplea- 
ſing. Good or grateful Events, 

you calily apprehend, are not here 

to "intended. We do not ule to per- 
of © plex our ſelves about good things, 
do otherwiſe than as they may be wants 
of "ing, and as we'may be deprived 
| p. Foun which privation or want 
oy 1s an Evil. And under that noti- 
on on our Saviour conſiders the object 
ng gof the prohibited thoughttfulnels, 
our %as his after words ſhew. Suffici- 
ave ent for the day is the Evil of #. 
s it And therefore gives caution not 
nay Equally againſt all fore-thoughts, 
ace, about the Events of future time ; 
pt which ſome may be both ratt- 
pnal, and pleaſant. But againſt 
torebodings, and preſages of evil and 
1r.t0 Bireful things. As leſt ſuch thoughts 
us| ſhould 
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ſhould ſlide into our minds, or im- 
le and obtrude themieves upon 
us. * Alas! what ſhall I do to 
© live 'to morrow2 I am atraid I 


. ſhall want bread tor ro morrow, 


« or for my future time”. This 
our Saviour {ayes is pagamſh, after 
theſe things do the Gentiles ſeek, that 
(as is intimated) have no father - 
to take care ot them: - Jour heavens 
ly father knows you have need of - theſe 
things, verl. 32: And directs his 
dilciples ro a ngble object of their | 
thoughts and care, verl. 3 3: Seek 4 
ou firſt the Kingdom of God : where- 
in, as their tuture reward, ſo thar ' 
prelent work and bulineſs was "to 
lie: And then addes, 7 ake no thoyght 
for to morrow, q. d. It would be in- 
deed anillthing if you ſhould wanty | 
bread #0*-morrow, and it would | 
be worl2 # the affairs of Gods? | 
Kingdom ſhould -miſcarry, or youl. 
e 


for the Future. 


be excluded ir. But mind -you 
your own preſent work, 'and be 
not unduly concerned about theſe 
ſurmiſed bad - events, God will 
rovide. "This is then, in ſhort, 
the objett of this prohibited thought- 
fulneſs | future time including whats 


ſoever wrateful events, we ſuppoſe, 
; and preapprebend in i. | 


Secondly,, We are to enquire 
about the thoughtfulneſs prohibired 
in reference hereto. It cannor be 
that all uſe of thoughts about future 


* events, even fuch, as, when "they 
' occur, 'may prove affiKtive, is in- 


tended tro be forbidden. Which 
indeed may be collected from the 
import of the word in the Text 


Fn that f1gnifes another, peculiar fort of 
| thinking, as we ſhall hereafter have 
* more occaſion to take notice. We 
y. were made - and are naturally, 


think- 
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thinking Creatures; yea and forethinks 
ig, or capable of proſpiciency and 
foreſight. Tis that by which in 
part Man is diſtinguiſht from Beaſt. 

Henorid. Yithout diſputing as ſome do how 

Da.Co far nature, in this, or that man, 

thi, doth contribute to divination and 
prophecy; we may fay of Man 
indefinitely, he is, a ſort of divining 
creature, and of humane nature in 
commin, that it much excells the 
brutal, in this, that, whereas ſenſe is 
limited to the preſent ; Reaſon hath 
dignify'd out nature by adding to . 

,- it a ſagacity, and enabling us to 

- uleproſpectioninreferenceto what 

yet lies more remotely before us. 

And though we are too apt to a faul- 

ty excels herein, and to be over- 
prelaging ( which it is the deſign 
vo this diſcourſe to ſhew) yet we . | 

F are not to think that all uſe of * 

any natural faculty can be a fault; . t 

tor 


for. the Fiture: 


for that would be to charge a 
fault on the Anthour of nature. 
The faculties will be a&tive. To 
plant them therefore in our natures, 
and forbid their uſe, were not con- 


' fiſtent with the wiſdom, righte- 


oulſnels, and . goodneſs by which 
they are implanted. It mult there- 
fore be our bulineſs tro ſhew 


And then; what is | 


WharThoughttulneſs 
15 nor, | 


. the compals of this Prohibiti- 


on; 


1. What is not, There is, in the 
general, a prudent, and there is a 
Chriſtian ule of forethought, about 
matters of that nature already ipes 


.. city'd; which we cannot under- 
* ſtand ic was our Saviours meaning 


. to forbid. 


ee. i. A 
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' 1. A prudent, which imports re- 
ference to an end. Our actions 
are ſo far ſaid to be governed by 
prudence, and to proceed from it 
as they do delignedly and aptly 
ſerve a valuable end. - The fore- 
ſight of evils probable, yea even 
poflible, to befall ws, is uleful, . 
upon: a prudential account, to fſe- 
veral very conſiderable ends, and 
purpoſes; either to put us upon 
doing the more good in the mean 
time, or upon the endeavour ( with- 
in moderate bounds, and as more 
may beneedful) of poſſeſſing more ; 
or that we may avert or avoid 
imminent evils ; or that what can- 
not be avoided, we may be the ber- 
4er able ro bear. 


1. That we rhay be- incited 
hereupon to do all the good we | 


Can - 
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can in the world, in the mean time, 
before fuch evils overtake and pre- 
yent us: For prudence it ſelf will 
reach: a man to account ( and hath 
taught even Heathens) that he doth 
not live in this world, meerly, that 
he may live; thathe is not to live 
wholly to himſelf ; his Friends claim 
a part in him, his * Neighbours 
a part, his Countrey a part; The 
world a part. He lives not art 
the rate of a prudent man that 
thinks of living only to indulge 
and gratihe himſelf, and con{ulr 
his own eaſe and pleaſure, and, 
upon this conſideration, his pru- 
dence ſhould inſtruct him to do 
all the preſent good he can, bes 
caule there are evils in view that 
may narrow his capacity, and ſnatch 


| from him the opportunity of do- 


ing much; The evil day-(as it is 


more eminently called) is not 


2 far 
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far off. He ſhould therefore be- 


think himlelt of doing good to his 


friend (as the fon of Syrach ſpeaks) 


before he dye. And there are -other 
evils that may anticipate that day: 
Unto which the Preacher hath re- 
ference, Eccle/. 11.2. when he di- 
rects, to give a portion to ſeven and 


: alſo [0 eight, becauſe we know not what 


evil ſhall be upon the earth, We can- 
not tell how ſoon we may have nei- 
ther power nor time left to do it in. 


Yea and ſecondly that we may 
be provided ( as far as it lies within 
the compals of regular endeavour) of 
luch needful good things, as are re- 
quilite for our ſupport in this our 
pilgrimage ; and eſpecially, upon 
occalion of a foreleen calamity 
approaching. This, as prudence 
doth require, ſo we cannot fup- 
pole our 'Sayiour doth by. a con- 

ſtanc 
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Jur 
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for the Future, 


Rant rule forbid, who ſometime en- 


joyned his diſciples to carry a ſcrip 
with them, though at another time 


© ( that they might, once forall, be 


convinced of the ſufficient care, of 
providence, when or howloever 
they ſhould be precluded from 
6 i their own ) .he did, extraor- 
dinarily, forbid ic. And tis evi- 
dent that, in common cales, it is 
more cipecilly incumbent on the 
Maſter of a family to make pro- 


viſion for his houſhold, for the 


future; to provide in the more 


* convenient {ealon of the year, as 


in Summer, for the follow! ing win- 
ter. A document which the Sloth- 
ful are ſent to learn from. a very 
deſpicable - Inſtructor. Go to the 
Ant thou Sluggard. Prov. 6. 6. &c. 
And again 


Thirdly, That the approaching 
b-2 Evil 
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Evil may, if avoidable, be de- 
clin'd, The prudent man foreſees the 
evil and hides ek the ſtm- 
ple paſs on and are puniſhed,\Prov. 2.2.3. 

And, perhaps, for this their ſim- 
plicity ; that they regardleſly go 
on with a ſtupid negligence of all 
warnings, till the ſtroke and ſtorm 


fall. Which, whereas there may 
be one event to the wiſe man and tbe 


fool, (as Ecd. 2. 14.) will prove 


to the one a meer affliction, to 
the other (upon this as well as ' 
other accounts) a proper and moſt 
deſerved puniſhment. Becaule (as is 
there ſaid ) the wiſe mans eyes are in 
his bead, prompt and _—y for their 
preſent uſe, the fool x alks in darkneſs, 
which muſt be unde iſKood ofa vo- 
luntary ſelf creaced darknels,as if he 
had plucket cat his own eyes. Which 
1s the wickedjuſs of folly, a as the ſame 
Eccleſuaſtes's phraſe is, chap. 7. ver. 
25. Fourthly, 


for the Future. 


Fourthly, That what cannot be 
avoided may be the more ealily 
born. Every man counts it defi- 
cable, not to be {urprized by Eyvils 
that are unavoidable and no way 
to be ayerted. Prudence will, in 
ſuch a caſe, uſe forethoughts to 
better purpoſe, than only to an- 
ticipate and multiply an affliction, 
or conſequently, to increaſe its 
weight ; but much to alleviate and 
leſſen it. By learning to bear it; 
gradually, and by gentle effaies to 
acquaint the ſfoulder with the 
burden. To enure and compoſe 
the maind, and reconcile it to the 
ſeveral circumſtances (ſo far as 
they are foreſeen) of that leſs-plea- 
ling ſtate we are next to ws in- 
two. Which advantage might be 
one realon why Solomon in” the 
abovementioned place (though acs 
C 4 | cord- 
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cording to the Genius of that rea- 


foning book he variouſly diſcourles 
things on the one_ hand and the 


'other) preferrs wiſdom - 'to - fol: 
ly as much | as light to - darknels; - 


Eecleſ.2. 13. though one event may 
happen to both. "Tis an uncom- 
fortable thing to walk in darknels ; 


and ( ſuppoling there be that Wit: . 


dom that can make due uſe of a 
proſpe&t ) not. to lee an evil till 
we meet, and feel it, Unexpected 
Evils carry, as ſuch, a more pecu- 


. liar ſting and 74% with them. 


When any ſhall ſay peace, peace, till 
ſudden deſtruttion comes upon them as 
travail on a woman with Child, 1 Thel. 


J* 3* 


Nor can we reaſonably think 


- it was any - part of our Saviours 


intendment, to adviſe his diſciples 
unto ſuch a. ſelf-revenging ſecurity 
who 


f 


 whoſo often enjoyns them-watch- 


for- the Future. 


fulneſs, becauſe of what: ſhould 
come to paſs. Or that he;ſhould 
counſel them to the lame. thing, 


- for which he blames and upbraids 


the Phariſees, and Sadduces, \their nat 
diſcerning. the. ſigns of the times. - Up- 


on all theſe - prudential accounts . 


. there TE: uſe of. torethoughts about 


future approaching Eyvils, 
- Secondly, And there is a fur- 


"ther uſe to be: made of them up- 


on an account more purely Chriſtian. 1 
would tempt none, under pretence 
of diſtinguſhing thele heads, to 
think they ſhould oppoſe them. 
Chriſtianity muſt be underſtood 
in reference to common prudence 
to be cumulative not privative. - It 
addes to it therefore. Oppoſes it 
not, but-ſuppoles it rather. And 
indeed it addes that, upon the ac- 

| count 


- 
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count whereof we are far the 
more liable to afflicting evils, and 
ſo are the more concerned to uſe 
forethoughts about them. For, 
whereas there are much rarer in- ' 
ſtances of Suffering meerly for the 
duties of Natural Religion, which 
the common reaſon of man ac- 
knowledges equal, and unexcepti- | 
onable, We are plainly told that 
all that will live godly | in Chriſt Je- 
Jus | ſhall: ſuffer perſecution, 2 Tim. 


3- 12. (though not in all times 


alike.) Here therefore 'tis neceſla- 


ry we have ſerious forethoughts, 
of the Evils which ſeem likely to 
befal us, for the Chriſtian Intereſt, 


- upon ſeveral accounts. 


1.. That we may eſpouſe it ſincere- 
ly. And enter our ſelves the di 
ciples of Chriſt with a trvue heart; - 
Which we are not likely to do it 


we 


for the Future, 


we underſtand not his terms, and 
do not conſider the ſtate of the 
caſe. What is done without Judg- 
-ment,or upon miſtake,is not like to be 


in- * dong in truth, If we fall m with 


Chriſt and Chriſtianity upon ſuppo- 
ſition of only Halcyon dayes, in our 
time, and that we ſhall never be 
| called to ſuffer for him; we ſhall 
moſt probably, deceive our ſelves ; 
and prove falſe ro him. It will 
appear our bargain was void inthe 
making, as to any tye we can have 
upon him. We are to reckon, 
when we take on the yoke of 
Chriſt, of bearing, alſo, his Croſs; 
and be in a preparation of mind 
to loſe and fufter all things for 
him. And to uſe forethoughts of 
this kind is what he enjoins us, Luke 
14. 28, under the Expreſſion of 
counting the coſt, what it may amount 
unto to be a reſolved ſincere Chri- 
{tian. 
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what the coſt is to forſake all. Ver. 
3 3. to abandon Father, Mother, Wife, 
Children, Brethren, Siſters, and ones 
won life, Verl. 26. And all this 


ſtian. - And he tells us withall, 


(as is often inculcated ) as that - 


without which 4 man cannot | be ] 
his diſciple, 1. e, Not become One, 
as there the Phraſe muſt ſignihe ! 

So that though he have come to 


bim, i.e. bave begun to treat ( If 


a man come to me) and do not ſo 
(in his previous reſolution ) nothing 
is concluded between Chriſt and 
him. - | 


Secondly, -That, upon this con- 
ſtant vroſpent of the ſtate of our 
caſe, we may endeavour our own con- 
firmation, from time to time #2 our 
fidelity to him. For new, and un- 
torethought occaſions, that we have 
not comprehended in. their parti- 
culars, 


for the Future. 


culars, or in equivalence, .may be- 
get new impreſſions, and diſpoſi- 
tions to revolt. ; Beſides all that had 
come upon thoſe faithful Confef- 
fors, Pſalm 44. that they were. ſore 


broken im the place of dragons, and co: 


vered with the ſhadow of death, verſ, 
19. notwithſtanding which they 
appeal to God, that their heart was 


inot turned back, and that their ſteps 


had not declm'd from his way; and 
offer. themlelves to his ſearch; 
whether they had forgotten him, or 
rech't out their hands to a ſtrange God. 
They add, yea for. thy lake we 
are killed all the day long. They 
reckon upon nothing but ſuffering, 
and that to utmoſt extremity, all 
the reſt of their day, and yet are ſtill of 
the ſame” mind. Patience mult be 
Jaid in, that may be drawn forth 
unto long-ſufferng. And we are to 
endure to the end, that we may be [a- 
ved. 
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ved, And therefore ſuffering to 
the laſt, is to be — of, 
through the whole courſe o which 
Rare of ſuffering we muſt reſolve, 
through the grace of Chriſt, never to 
deſert his Intereſt. Otherwiſe we 
are ſo deceived, as he that goes to 
build a Tower, without counting what 
\ his expence will be, before hand 
or he that is to meet an Enemy 
in the Field, without making a 
computation of the Equality or In- 
equality of the Forces on the one 
fide and the other ; as our Savis 
our further dicourſes in the above- 
mentioned context. 


Thirdly, That we may caſt with -: 
|| our ſelves how, not. only not to 
Ts deſert the Chriſtian Intereſt, bur 
moſt advantageouſly to flere it; 
Suppoſitions ought to be made of þ 
- Wharſoever difficulties ſeem noe'( 
urt- 


for the Future. 


unlikely to be in our cafe, that. 
we may bethink our ſelves how 
we may be of moſt uſe to the In- 


| tereſt of our great Maſter and Lord, 
| upon ſuch, and ſuch emergencies. For 


ſuch a ſuppoſition he himſelf fng- 
oeſts, Mat. 10. 23. If they perſectte | 
you m this City, flee ye mto another, 
And 'tis likely he gives this directi- 


on not with reſpect meerly to their 


_ being ſafe, bur ſerviceable, as the fol- 


lowing words ſeem to intimate, 
For verily I ſay unto you, ye fhall not 


i- have Fone over the cities of Hrael tl 


the Son of man be come. q.d. You 
will have work to do whither ever 
you come, and will ſcarce have done 
all within that allotment of time 
you wilt have for it, before the 
Vengeance determined upon this 


people prevent you of further op- 


portunity among them. As Ter- 
tmlian diſcourſes at large, and not 
| ita- 
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porn irrdtionally, upon this ſubject . and 
han. C. 10. ' 6 

..c 19. Auguſtine to the like purpoſe *. 

e you rn . s 

one cy fly, &c. Yet Lord, thou faiſt, the Hireling fleeth, who is this 
? He that flies ſeeking his own things, not the things of 

iſt. Thou haſt fled (though preſent) becauſe thou waſt 
—_— filent, becauſe thou waſt atraid, fear -15 the flight of 


the mind, &. 


Fourthly, That we may be the 
more excited to pray for the pre- 
ſervation and proſperity of the Chri- 
ſtian Intereſt. Thoſe we ſhould 
alwaies reckon the worſt dayes, 
that are of worſt aboad wnto it, 
though we expect our own ſhare 
in the calamities of ſuch daies, | 
When his Intereſt declines, and 

* . there are Phenomena in providence, 
. appearances and aſpects very threat- 
ning to it, there- ought to be the 4 
more earneſt and importunate pray-' ft 
ing. And that there may be 1o, 
our eye {ſhould look forward, and 
be directed towards the forelhewn 4 

Events * 


for the Future; 


Events as from whence we are 
to take Arguments and” moriyes to 
prayer. And we {hould reckon, 
Therefore they are prelignifyed 
that we may be excited. And a 
dutiful love to his great name be 
awakened in us. What ſha! tr 
to thy great name * What thail be-_ 
come ot thy Kingdom among, :men ? 
Nor can weever pray | Thy King- 
dom come | without a proſpect to 


(GE 


futurity. Yea and all prayer hath 


reference to ſomewhat yet future. 
If therefore all forethoughts about 
the concernments. of future time 
were {imply forbidden, There were 
no place left for prayer at all. Hi- 
therto then we lee how far raking 
thought about the furure is nor 


forbidden. 


Secondly, We are text there- 
fore to ſhew wherein *it is: And 
It 


D 
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it appears from what hath been 


ſaid, it is not evil m it ſelf, for then 


ic muſt be univerſally ſo, and no 
circumſtance could make it good 
or allowable in any kind. There- 
fore it mult be evil only either by 
participation or by redundancy. 
And fo it may be, either as 


_ from evil, 


Or as tendmg to evil. 


i. 0, In reſpect either of the evil ' 


cauſes from which it comes, or of the 
ill effefts ro which it tends. Under 
theſe rwo heads we ſhall compre- 
hend what is to be ſaid for open- 
ing the ſenſe wherein it may be 
underſtood ro fall under the pre- 
{cnt prohibition. 


as 


\ 


r 
1. All ſuch thoughtfulnes muſt be / 
underſtood ro be evil and forbidden, « 


for the Fiture. 


as hath an i root and original. As, 
before, our Saviour, in this Sermon 
of his, forbids ſomewhat elie, un- 
der this notion, becauſe it - cometh 
of evi. What doth lo, partakes 
trom thence an ill {avour. Tho!e 
are evil thoughts that participate 
and as it were, ta{lt of an evil Caulc 
which may be mani!old. 


As firſt, It may proceed {rom a 
groundleſs and too confident preſump- 
tion that we ſhall live to morrow, and 
that our | to morrow | ſhall be 


a long day, or that we have much 


time before us in the world ; which 
as it really is a great uncertainty, 
ought alwaies to be ſo eſteemed: 
Men preſume frlt, and take lome- 
what tor granted which they ought 
not, and make that their /Zypothe- 
ſts, upon which they Ry a frame 
of iniquity of this kind, and make 
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it the ground of much forbidden 
thoughtfulnels and care. They 
forget in whoſe hands their breath 
is, aſſume to themſelves the mea- 
ſuring of their own time, as if they 
were Lords of it, take it for grant- 
ed they ſhall live /o long ; and ac- 
cordingly form their projects, lay 
deſigns, and then grow very lol- 
citous how they will ſucceed and 
take effect. By breaking another 
former law, they lead themlelves 
into the tranſgreſſion of this, 1. e. 
firſt boaſt of to-morrow againſt the 
prohibition, Prov. 27. 1. and* then 
proceed unduly to take thought for 
to morrow. The caſe which we 
find falls under animadverſion, James 
4-19, &c. To morrow we will go to 
ſuch a City, and buy and ſell, and get 
gain; when as ( ſaith: that Apoſtle) 
you do not know what fhall be on the 
moyrow ; for what is your life, is it na * 
; 


for the' Future. 
a vapor ? &c. Would we learn. to 


dye daily, and conlider that, for 
ought we know, to morrow in the 
ſricteſt ſenſe, may prove the«day: 
7 of our death, and that then, in that 
very day muſt our thoughts periſh, 
a We ſhould think le(s intentely on 
ay the leſs fruitful Subjects. Our 
thoughts would take an higher \ © 


fight, not flutter in the duſt, and 


her 1[ our fouls with gravel, as is our 
ves wont; and lels no doubt offerid 
L © againſt the true meaning of this 
the laterdict of our Saviour in the 
hen - Text. 4 
for x 

we Secondly, T here may be an undue 
james forbidden thoughtfulneſs about ts morrow, 
go 00 proceeding from 2 too curious inqui- 
id get fitivenes, and affeRtation of pry- 
_ ing into Futurity. Men have no- I 
m ti. 


. thing here but gloom, 'and cloudy 
darkneſs before them. Fain they 
D Z would 


Of Thoughtfulnes 
would with their weak and feeble 
beam Pierce the cloud, and can- 
not; tis retorted and doth not en- 
ter. "They think to reinforce it 
by a throng, and thick ſucceſſion 
of thoughts, but do only think 
themk elve es into the more confuſion. 
Cannot fee what is next before 
them. What new Scene {hall firſt 
open upon them, they cannot tell. 
And ( as is natural ro them that 
converle in dubious darkneſs) their 
thoughts turn all to fear. And 
they therefore think the more, and 
as their thoughts multiply, mnccale 
their fear. Whereas they {ſhould 
retire, and abſtain trom converting 
in lo diſconlolate a region, among 
Shades and Spectres, which are 
their own creatures, perhaps, for the 
molt part ; and wherewith they firſt 
cheat, and then fright themlelves. 


They {hould choole rather to con- 
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verſe in the light, of former, and 
preſent things, which they know ; 
and of ſuch greater and more con- 
ſiderable futurities as God hath 
thought ht plainly to reveal. And 
be contented there ſhould be 'A-r- 
cana, and that ſuch future things 
remain fo, as God hath reſerved 
and locked up from us. It is not 
for you to know the times and. ſeaſons, 
which the Father hath pat i his own 
power, ſaith our Saviour ( depart- 
ing) unto; his diſciples, A#. 1, 7. 
when he was now going up in- 
ro glory. Fain they ygguld have 
known how it ſhould Tpeed after- 
terwards with them, and his Inte- 
reſt. Wilt thou now (lay they) re- 
ſtore the Kmgdom: to Irael ? It is not 
for you ( ſaies he') to know, &c. If 
God ſhould any way give us light 
into futurity 'tis ro be accepted, if 
we are ſure it his from him; and 
D 4 be 
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be regarded according to what 
proofs there are that it is ſo. As, 
ſometimes, he doth premoniſh of 
very conliderable Events, that are 
coming on; and, according to what 


of Evidence there is in any ſuch . 


monition, ought the impreſiions 
to be upon our Spirits. But when 
out of our own fancies we will 
ſupply the want of ſuch a diſco- 
very, and curiduſly buſte ( much 
more if we hereupon torment ) 
our ſelves to no purpoſe; This 
we cannot doubt- is forbidden us. 
But we ſhall ſay more of it here- 
after aparWy ic ſelf. And with 
this we may molt fitly connect, 


Thirdly, That ſuch thoughtfulnes 
about the + Bu is to be concluded wun- 
due and forbidden, as proceeds from a 
too conceated feif mdulgent opmion of 
our own wiſdom, and ability to fore- 
; ; ſee 
_ 


lnes 
K- 
". 


of 


Ire- 


ſee 
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ſee what ſhall happen. For from 


our very earneſt deſire to fore-know, 
may ealily ariſe. a beliet that we 
do, or can doſo. As a dream cometh 


from multitude of buſes, the over- 
buſie agitation, and exerciſe of our 
minds about what ſhall be, makes 
us dream, and in our dream we 
ſeem to'our ſelves to ſee Viſions ; 
and have before us very accurate 
Schemes and proſpects of things, 
How inventive are men and inge- 


nious in contriving their frames . 


and models either direful and dil- 
mal, or pleaſant and egggrtainigs, 
as the diſpoſition of thet®minds is, 
compared with*the preſent aſpect 
of affairs, which variouſly impreſ- 
ſes them this way orthat! If the) 
be terrible and diſmal, but raiſed 


only upon a conceited opinion of 


our own great kill and facult 


In foreſeeing, they have their | 


af- 
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affliting evil m themſelves, our own 
creature (of it ſelf ravenous ) tears 
and torments us. It they be plea- 
fant and deleftable, yer they may 
become affliting by accident. For 
ſome one unthought of thing, fall- 
ing out contrary to our expectation, 
may overturn our whole model and 
fabrick, as a touch doth an houle 
of Cards, and then we play the 
childs parr in deploring, as we did. 
in erecting it. Fret, and deſpair 
that things can ever be brought to 
ſo good a poſture again. But whe- 
ther A the one or the other, 
their ſinful evil ( which we are now 
conſidering ) they owe to one and 
the ſame culpable cauſe, that we are 
ſo overwiſe, and take upon us with 
{uch confidence to conclude of what 
ſhall be. As it our wiſdom were 
the meaſure of things, or could 
' give Laws to Providence from 
which 


ale 


did . 
Pair 
ro 


OW 

and 
e Arc 
with 
what 


were 
could 
from 


xhich 
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which it can never vary. 


It 15 not 
in it ſelf a fault ro be afraid . of 
what is formidable, or pleaſed with 
' what is pleaſant ( except it be with 


exceſſe. ) But it is our fault to be 
either frighted with Shadowes, or 
to ſurfeir our ſelves with a tempo- 
rary ſhort pleaſure drawn out from 
them, that may, afterward, revenge 
it ſelf upon us with the ſharper 
rorture. When as all their power 
to hurt us they receive from our 
ſelves. And have no more of re- 
ality or exiſtence, than a ſtrong 
imagination, and conhdence of our 
own uindeceivable wit, and ſaga- 
city gives them. Who in all the 
world have minds ſo vext with 
luddain paſſions of fear and hope, 


joy and ſorrow, anger and deſpair, 


- as your ſmattering Pedants in Po- 


licy, ſuch as ſet up tor Dons; and 
who fancy themſelves men. of great 
reachy 
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reach, able to foretell remote 
changes, and ſee things whoſe di- 
ſtance makes them inviſible co all 
but themſelves 2 That hold a con- 
tinual Council-table in their own 
divining heads, think themſelves to 
comprehend all reaſons of State. 
Are as buſie as Princes and Emperours, 
or their greateſt Mmmters ; mightil 
raken up in all affairs, bur ues 
of their own private ſtations.” And 
thereby quality'd to be State Wea- 
ther-glaſles, bur prove no better 
for the uſe they pretend for, than 
a common Almanack, where you 
may write wet for dry throughout 
' | the year, and as much hitthe truth. 
They that ſhall conſider the ab- 
ag Ac of deſigns and tranſacti- 
ons that relate to the publick, 
and how much reſolutions about 
them depend upon what it is fir 
{hould be commonly unknown ; 
| 0 
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So that they that judge without 


dores muſt think and talk at ran- 
dom : and withall that ſhall con- 
ſider the uncertainty of humane af- 
fairs, and that they who manage 
them are liable to ignorances, 
miſtakes, incogitancies, and to the 
hurry of various paſſions as well 
as other men ; eſpecially that ſhall 
conſider the many ſurprizing ins 
terpoſitions of an over-ruling hand, 
and what innumerable varieties of 
paths lye open to the view, and 
choice of an mfmite mind, which we 
can haveno apprehenſion of ; might 
eaſily, before hand, apprehend the 
vanity of attempting much in this 
kind, as common experience daily 
ſhews it, afterwards. So that mul- 
titudes of prelaging thoughts, and 
agitations of mind, which-proceed 
from the ſuppoſition of the con- 
trary, cannot be without much fin 
againſt 
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againſt this Precept of our Lord. 
And which would moſtly be 
avoided, would we once learn to 
lay no great ſtreſs of expectation 
upon any thing that may be other- 
wiſe ; and to reckon ( with that, 
modeſty which would well be- 
come us) that we can foreſee no- 
thing in the courle of ordinary hu- 
mane affairs upon more certain 
terms. 


Fourthly, Here is eſpecially for- 
bidden ſuch thoughtfulnes as proceeds 
from a ſecret diſtruſt of Providence, from 
. a latent, lurking Atheiſm, or (which 
comes all to one as to the matter 
of Religion) an Only Epicurean 
Theiſm that excludes the divine 
Preſence and Government, i. e. Call 
it by the one of theſe names, or 
the other ; whatſoever thoughtful- 
nes proceeds from our not having 

a 
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a fixed, ſteady, actual belief of 
the Wile, Holy, Righteous, and 

werful Providence that governs 
all Aﬀairs in the world, and par- 
ticularly all our own affairs, no 
doubt highly offends againſt this 
Law. When we have thought 


God out of the world, what an 


horrid darkneſs do we turn it into 
to our ſelves! What a diſmal waſt 
and Wildernes do we make it ! 
We can have no proſpe&t but of 
darknes and deſolation alway be- 
fore us. Did we apprehend God 
as every where preſent and a#ive ; 
(Deumare per ones terraſque trattus= 
que maris----) that Heavens, Earth 
and Seas are repleniſht with a 
divine powerful Preſence ; were 
our. minds poſlelied with the be- 
lief of his fulneſs fillmg all in all, and 
of his governing, Power and Wil- 


' dom, extending to all times as well 


Ad 
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as places; there were neither time 


nor place left for undue thought- ' 


fulnes of what is, or ſhall be. Bur 
by a ſecret disbeliet of Providence, 
or our not having a ſerious fixed 
lively practical* belief of it, we 
put our ſelves into the condition 
of the more ſtupid Pagans, and are 
not only as ſtrangers to the com- 
mon-wealth of Iſrael, and the 
Covenants of promiſe, and with- 
out Chriſt, and Hope, but even as 
without God in the world, or Athe- 
iſtsin it, as the word there ſignifies; 
Epheſ. 2: 12. And when we, have 
thus by our own disbeliet ſhur 
out God, how over-0 icnſly do 
we offer our ſelves to ſucceed in- 
to his place! And now how im- 
menſe a charge have we taken 
upon us ! We will govern the world 


and order affairs, and times, and P! 


ſeaſons: A province for which we * 
are 


- 
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re as fit as he whom the Poetick 
fie places in the Chariot of the 
ir Sun. And fo, were it in ow fows 
e, er, we, ſhould - all things into a 
d combuſtion. Burt it is too much 
'o for us, that our impotency ſerves usto 
ſcorch our ſelves, and {et our own 
re Souls on fire. How do our own 
thoughts ferment, and glow with- 
he in us, when we feel our inability to 
h. diſpoſe of-things, and counterwork 
crols events, or even ſhift for our 
the: ſelves? For what are we to hill 
ies; Up the room of God! or ſupply 
the place of an excluded Deity ! 
hut No wonder it troublous thoughts 

4, multiply upon us, till we cannor . 

.. Jſuſtam the cumberſome burden. 
"The context ſhews this to be the 

deſign of our Lord, to pollels the 


in- 
1n- 
aken 


;orld Minds of his Diſciples, when he , 


and prohibirs them thoughtfulnes, with 


\ we ® {ſerious believing * apprehenſ1on 
| of 


arc 


"4 
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of Providence, ſuch a Providence 
as reacheth to all things ; even the 
moſt minute, and. inconfiderable ; 
to the Birds that fly in the Air, 
the Flowers that grow in_ mens 
Gardens, the Grals in their feids, 
and (ellewhere) the hairs on 
their own heads. And certainly 
if we could bur carry with us ap- 
prehen(1ve minds of ſuch a Pro- 
vidence every where acting, and. 
which nothing elcapes; it muſt 
exclude the thoughttulnes here in- 


rendend to be forbidden. 


Fitthly, Such as proceeds from an 
wgovernable Spirit, an heart nor 
enough ſubdued to the ruling pow- 
er of God over the world. Not 
only diſtruſtfulnes of Providence bur. 
rebellion againſt it, may be the 
( very-abundant) Spring ef undue 
Thoughttulnes. A temper of Spi- 

rit * 
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ric impatient of governmenit; ſelf- 
will'd, indomitable, that layes, T 
muſt have niy own will and way, and 
things muſt be after my mind; aid 
mamer, can never be unaccompa- 
ny'd with a folicitude that they 
may do fo, as undutitul and fin- 
ful as its cauſe. - A mind unre- 


tractably ſer, and preingaged one 


way, cannot bur be filled with tu- | 


mulr,and mutinous thoughts upon any 
appearing, probability that things 
may fall 'out otherwiſe. In retes 
rence to an afflicted Suffering con- 
dition ( how -ungratetul foever it 
be to our fleſh) a filial tubjection 
to the father of ow Spirits is requi- 
red under higheſt penalty. Shall 
we not be ſubjett to the Father of Spi- 
rits and live * Heb. 12. 9. To mu- 
tiny 15 mortal, q. d. 2ou muſt be ſub- 
ject, your life lies on! it, The title 
which: the Sacred Penman there 


E 2 fixes 
\ 
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fixes on God, the Father of Spirits 
is obſervable, and ought to be 
both inſtructive, and grateful to 
us. He is the great Paternal Spi- 
rit. We (in reſpect of our Spirits) 


are in his Off-ſpring ( as the Apoſtle 


elſewhere from an Heathen Poet 
urges, AG. 17.) In this context 
the fathers of our fleſh, and the Fa- 


ther of Spirits. are ſtudiouſly con- 
' tradiſtinguiſhed to one another. 
| The relation God bears to us as 


our Father terminates on our Spirits. 
And his paternal care and love can- 
not but -follow the relation, and 
principally terminate there too. 
He muſt be chiefly concerned aboyr 
our Spirits, that = be preſerved 


ore it be requiſite, for the 
fleſh do ſuffer, we are not to think 


he will ſtand upon that, or oppoſe 
the 


in a good and healthful State. WK 
there 


advantage of ow Spirits, that our - 
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the gratification of our Fleſh to the 
neceſſity of our Spirits. And in this 


caſe ſhall not the wiſdom and au- 


| thority of the Father judge, and rule, 


and the duty of the Son oblige him 
to ſubmit and obey? And whereas 
"tis added | and live? ] it implies 
we are not, upon other terms, to 
expect a livelybood, to fubſiſt and 
be maintained. A Son in a plen- 
tiful, well-governed family, as long 
as he can be content to keep to 
the orders, and rule of the family, 
and live under the care of a wile 


and kind father, he may live with- 


out care, or taking thought ; but if 


he will go into rebellion he purs 


himſelf inro a condition thoughtful 


enough. He is brought to the 


- condition of the prodigal that knew 


not what ſhift to make to live, 
till he adyiſes with himſelf, and 
comes to that wiſe reſolution - of 
| E 3 return- 
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returning. T will ariſe and go to 
my. Father----- If we ipeak of the 
life of our Spirits, in the moral ſenſe 


(which in the natwal fenſe we 


know are alwaies immortal) it | 


conſiſts, as our bodily life doth, in 
an wezziz, in that holy order, and 
temperament, which depends up- 
on our continued union with God, 
and keeping in with him (as the 
bodily Crafis is prelerved as long 
as the Soul holds it united with it 
ſelf.) An holy rectitude, compo- 
ſure, and tranquillity is our life, 
carries with it a lively Spright- 
ly vigor. To be Spirituaily manded i; 
life and peace, Rom. 8. 6. Bur. it we 
refuſe to ſtibmit to the order of God, 
and offer to break our {cl.ves off 


from him, this hath a deadly ren-? 


dency. It tends to dillolve the 
whole frame, and would end in 
. death if Sovereign victorious grace, 


did 
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did not prevent. To be ſure an 
attempt to reb:. gradually aiſcompo- 
ſes, our whole Soul, and bring 

in a croud of thoughts that will 
be as wcomfortable to our ſelves, as 
they are undutiful towards God ; And 
conlequently impair and infeeble 
life. Which our Saviour implies to 
conſiſt in a good, healthy, com- 
fortable internal habit of mind and 
Spirit, when he denies it to ſtand 
m externals. 4 = life conſiſts not 
in the abundance of the things which 
he poſſeſſes, Luk. 1 2. 1 5. All which 
inward compoſure and tranquilli- 
ry depends upon our willing ſubnut- 
tmg to be governed. Whag a blel- 
{ed repole and reſt !- how pleaſant 
a vacancy of diſeaſing vexatious 
thoughts doth that -Soul enjoy chat 
reſigned it elf, and gives a con- 
ſtant unintermirted conſent to the 
divine Government ! When it is 
E 4 an 
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an agreed undiſputed thing, that 


God ſhall alwaies lead and pre- 
ſcribe, and it follow and obey. 


Some Heathens have given us 
documents ahout following God that 
might both inſtruct and ſhame us 
at-once. It would fave us many 
a vain and troubleſome range, and 
excurſion of mind, and thoughts, 
could we once learn conſtantly to 
do ſo. It upon a Journey, in an 
intricate way full o 
ings, and windings, a man have 
a good and ſure guide before him; 
as long as he follows he needs not 
be thoughtful or make trials here 
and there. Bur if he will outrun 
his guide, and take this or that 
by-way becauſe it ſeems pleaſant, 
he puts himſelf to the needles la- 
bour of coming fo far back, un- 
leſs he will erre continually. As 


long 


various turns . 
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long as we are content that God 


govern - the world and us, all is 


well. 
Sixthly, All ſuch choughtfulnes 


is undue as proceeds from a diſlike of 


Gods former Methods. in what be hath 
heretofore done. When, becaule things 
have not gone fo as to pleaſe us 
formerly, therefore we are thought- 


- ful and afraid they may as little 


pleaſe us hereafter. 


Here the peccant cauſe is an 
aptnes to cenſure and corre} Provi- 
dence. As they Mal. 2. 17. Where 
is the God of Judgement ? (We may 
reckon it a branch from that 'for- 
mer root, an unſubjett Spirit, only 
ſhooting backward.) A diſpoſition 
to find fault with the paths God 
hath taken, as if he had made 
ſome wrong ſteps, or in this or 


that 
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that inſtance, had miſtaken his 
way. But he that reproveth God, let 
him anſwer it, Job 40. 2. Men are 
apt to fancy that things might have 
been better ſo or ſo. Hereupon 
how 'do thoughts flutter and fly 
our to futurity ! © What if he ſhould 
« do to morrow, as he did yeſterday ; 
© in future, as in former time, what 
<2 world ſhould wehave of it ? 


There .had been fome rough 
unpleaſant paſſages even to Moles 
himſelf in the courſe of Gods dil- 
penſation towards J/rae!, while 
they were under 1s conduct. - But 
in the review of all, when he was 
now to leave them, how calm and 
pacate 1s his Spirit! When in 


that moſt Seraphick Valedictory 


o of his, Det. 32. his ſentence 
upon the whole matter is, His 
works are ferfett, for all his waies are 


Judgment, verl. 4 Juds; . 


Sono 
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Judgment is (with us who muſt 
argue and debate things before we 
determine ) the moſt exquiſite rea- 
ſon, or rather the perfection, and 
final reſult of many foregoing rea- * 
ſonings. So thar Moſes's teſtimony 
concerning all Gods waies is that 
they were alwaies cholen with 
that exact judgment, as if he had 
long reaſoned with himſelf con- 
cerniag every ſtep he took... That 
ceitainly he had a very good rea- _ 
ion for wharever he did, all as 
perfectly ſeen by him at one view, 
as if (like us) he conlidered long, 
before he judg'd what was to be 
done. 


Could we once learn to ſing 
runably the Song of Moſes and the 
Lamb, Great and Marvellous are 
thy works, 0 Lord God Almighty, juſt 


and 
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and trut are all thy wayes, O King of ' 


Saints: To like well all his ftor- 
" mer Methods, to admire the ami- 
ablenes and Beauty of Providence 
in every thing, -or generally to 
1 gon. and x. oo Al 76.4 he 
hitherto hath done, to account he 
hath ever gone the beſt way that 
could have been gone, in all that 
hath paſt; we ſhould never have 
dubious thoughts about what he 
will do hereafter. 


. And this is no more than what 


the trath of the matter challenges , 


from us, to eſteem he hath ſome 
valuable reaſon for every thing; he 
hath done. For ſometimes we can 
fee the reaſon, and are to judge 
ſo explicitly upon what we lee. 
And when we cannor, 'tis highly 
reaſonable it ſhould be with us the 
matter of an implicit belief that 


ox * 


; 


f 
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| fo it is. For though to pretend 


to pay that obſervance to fallible 
man, muſt argue either #1ſmncerity, or 


| folly; The known perfection of the 


nature of God, makes it not onl 

ſafe, but our duty to hold alwaies 
that peremptory fixed concluſion 
concerning all his diſpenſarions. 
Indeed concerning ſome men of 
known reputed wiſdom, it is not 
only mannerly but prudent, to account 
they may ſee good reaſon for ſome 
doubtful a&tions of theirs, when 
we cannot be ſure they do. Much 


more may we confidently conclude 


+ that God ever doth and muſt do ſo. 


It is not a blind obſequiouſnes, 
but a manifeſt duty, which the 
plain reaſon of the thing exacts 
from us. And he Juſtly rakes 


' himſelf affronted and counts it an 


impious inſolence when things look 
not well to ow Judgments, then to 


queſti- 
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queſtion his, as' he complains in 
that mentioned place; Mal. 2. 17. 
Ye! have wearied me with your words, 
Jet ye - ſay; Whereni 'have we wearied 
thee * In that ye ſay, every one that 
doth evil is good in--the ſight 'of the 
Lord, and he delighteth in them, and 
where is the God of Judgment ? 


Bur how free is that: happy 
Soul from Sinful anxious thoughts, 


with whom that concluſion nei- 


ther is notionally denyed, nor doth 
obtain. meerly as 4 notion, but is a 
ſertled practical and vital primciple, 
He ' bath done all things well. 


Seventhly, Such as proceeds- from 
an over addiftednes to this world; and 
luttle reliſh of the things of the world 
to come. All that arileth from 2 
rerrene mind, that Savours not 
heavenly things. The heart is he 
foun- 
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fountain of thoughts. From thence 
they ariſe, and receive their diſtin- 
guiſhing tincture. "They. are as 
the temper of the heart is. If that 
be evil, thence are evil thoughts, 
Mat. 15.19. If it be earthly, they 
run upon earthly things, and »= 
your both of it, and the ihinss 
they are taken up about. i 115 
was the caſe of the Diſciples, Mat . 
16. 22,23. When our Saviour had 
immediately before, enquired the 
common opinion concerning him, and 
approved theirs, and confirmed them 
in it, that he was Chriſt the Son of 


. the living God ; They draw all to 


the, tavouring the roo-carnal ima- 
gination and inclination of their 
own terrene hearts. They think 


| he cannot want power, beings the 
Son of the living God, to do great 


things in the world, and make them 
great men, 


And- reckon his love 
and 
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and kindnes to them muſt engage | 


the divine Power which they ſaw 
was with him for theſe purpoſes. 


' And 'tis likely when he directs | 


his Speech to Peter, and ſpeaks of 


piving him the Keyes,which he fnight 


ow had heretofore been the Þn- 
ſignia of great Authority in a Prin- 
' ces Court, he underſtood all of 
ſome ſecular greatnes; and that 
there were dignities of the like 
kind, which-the reſt might pro- 
portionably ſhare in, as it appears 
others of them were not without 
ſuch expectations when elſewhere 


they become petitioners to fit ar 
his, right and left hafid in his King- 


dom ( the places or thrones of thole 


Phylarchs, or Princes of Tribes that 
Sate next to the royal throne.) Now 
hereupon when our Saviour tells 
thend what was firſt coming, and 


was nearer at hand, that he muſt # 


be 


* 
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be taken from them, Suffer many 
things,be delivered over unto death, 
&c. Peter very gravely takes on 
him to rebuke him, Maſter favour thy 
ſelf, this ſhall not be unto thee : no by no - 
means! Full ofthoughts, no doubr 
his mind was at what was ſaid. 
And whence did they proceed bur 
from a terrene Spirit And that the 
notion of worldly dignity had for- 
med his mind, and made it intent 
upon a ſecular Kingdom. It was 
not abſtraftly his ' care for Chriſt 
himſelf he was ſo much troubled 
at; as what would become of his 
own great Deſigns and hopes. 
Therefore Our Saviour calls him 


-* Sathan, the name of that Arch-ene- 


my, the uſurping God of this world; 


who had as yet too much power 


over him, and tells him, Thou /as 
Poureſt not the things that be of God, 
but the things that be of men, q. d. 
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A Satanical Spirit hath poſleſled 
thee, get thee behind, me. And fo 


ſeeks to repreſs that un( avoury ſteam 
of tuliginous earth-ſprung thoughts, 
which he perceived arole in his 
mind. 


It were a great teliciry vto be P1 
able to paſs through this preſent ſtate 
with that temper of mind as not 
to be liable tro vexatious difap- | 
pointments. . And whereas the 
things that compole and make up. 

. this ſtateare both little and uncertain, 
ſo that we may as well be diſap- 
pointed in 'having, as in not having 
them; Our way were, here,, not . | 
to expe. Bur to have our minds | 
, taken up with the things that are T 
both /ure and great, that is, heaven- E 
ly, eternal thngs : Where we are © 
liable ro dilappointment neither fl 
way. For theſe are things that # 
we 
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we may, upon lerious diligent ſeek- - 
ing both molt ſurely obtam and poſ- 
fs, and molt ſatisfymgly enjoy. And 
the more our minds are imployed 
this way, the els will they incline 
the other. As no man that hath ta 
ed old Wme preſently defireth new, Ss 
he ſaith the old is better. "The fore- 
ralts of Heaven are mortitying to- 
wards all terrene thiggs. 


- No one that looks over that 
11. to the Hebrews. would think 
thole Worthies, thoſe great» Heroes- 
there reckoned up, troubled them- 
{elves much - with thoughts of 
what they were to enjoy or luffer 
in this world. To ſee at what 
rate .they lived, and acted, it 1s 
ealy. to collect they were_not much 
concerned about temporary ' tucuri- 
ties. Whence was it ? they lived by 
tyat Tt uth that was the ſubſtance of 
F 2 thi Ws 
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; | 
* things hoped for, and. the evidence of 


thags not ſeen, that exalted, railed, . 
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and refined their Spirits, and car 
[22 them above an empty, un- 


atisfying , vain World. © And 


again 
) 

Eightly, (Which is moſt cor 
jun&t wich this Jaſt ) All ſuch 
thoughrfulnesgis forbidden as pro- 
ceeds from want of ſelf-demal, pas 
tience, and preparednes for a ſuffering 
State. An heart fortih'd and well 
poſtured . for ſuffering is no tul- 


ceptible Subject of thoſe ill un 


preſſions. "They fall into weak 
minds, tender, ſoft, and delicate, 
that reckon themlelves created, 


and imbodied in fleſh, only to aſt, 


and enjoy ſenſible delights: And 
that they came into .this world 
to be entertam'd, and divert them- 


ſelves with its ſtill-freſh, and va- 


rIOUus 
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rious Rarities.” We are deeply 


thoughtful becauſe we cannot den 
our ſelves, and bear the Crols ; 
and have not learned to endure 
hardſhp, as good Souldiers of Chriſt 


eſus.- Our ſhoulders are not yet 


ftted to their burden. 


| Some perhaps think themſelves 


too conſiderable, and perſons of 


roo great value to be ſufferers. I 
am too good, my rank too high, my 
circumſtances too-little vulgar. Hence, 


._ contempt, diſgrace and other more 


ſenſibly pinching hardſhips are 
reckoned unſuitable. for them, and 
only to be endured by perſons of 
lower quality ; ſo that the very 
thoughts of ſuffering are them- 
ſelves unſufferable. Whereupon, 
when the exigency of the caſe ur- 
cs, and they can no way decline, 
they cannot but think ſtrauge of 
F 2 the 
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the fiery trial, and count a ſtrange. 
thmg ts happened to-them, "The mar- - 
ter was very unfamiliar unto their 
thoughts, and they are as heifers 
wholly unaccuſflomed to this yoke... And 
now upon the near proſpect of fo 
frightful a Spectacle, as unavoid- 
able ſuffering; a mighty reliſtles 
torrenr of moſt turbid thoughts 
breaks in upon them at once. And 
they are (as a ſurpriſed Camp ) 
all in confuſion. Sorrowful, fear: 
ful, diſcontentful, repining, amazed 
thoughts do even overwhelm and 
deluge their Souls. And' all theſc 
thoughts do even proceed from 
want of thinking. They * think 
too much now, becauſe, before they | 
thought roo little. 


Whereas did we labour by de 


| grees to frame our Spirits to it, to 


reconcile our minds to a ſuffering , 


{tate 
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ſtate (as they do horles intended 


for war, by a drum beaten under 
their nole, a piſtol diſcharged or 
trumpet ſounded at their very ear.) 
Did we inure our {elves much to 
think of ſuffering, but yer to think 
little and dimimithingly of it, and 


little of our ſelves, who may be 


| the ſufferers; 1 am (lure) not 


better than thoſe that have ſut- 
ferd before me in former times, 
Such as of whom the world was not 
worthy ; we ſhould be in a good 
meaſure prepared for whatever 
can come, and ſo not be very 


thoughtful out any thing thar 
ſhall. 


IT. That Thoughtfulnes is for- 
bidden too which tend; to evil, - fuch 
as hath an evil tendency. 


1. Such as tends to evil Nega- 
3.4 tively, 
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tively, that is fo 10 good; All that f 


is to no purpole. For we are apt 
when we ſee things go otherwile 
than we would have them, to ex- 
ercile our contriving thoughts as 
_ deeply as if we were at the head 
of pk airs, and had them in our 
awn hand and power, and could 
at length turn the ſtream this way 
or that. But do we not buſie our 
ſelve, about martters' all the while 
wherein we can do nothing 2 When 
things are out of our power, are 
not of the 24x 4, belong, not to 
us, are without our reach, and we 
can have no influence upon them 
this way .or that, yet we are prone 
over-earneſtly to concern our ſelves: 
And as men (in that bodily exerciſe) 
when the Bowl is out of their hands 
varioully writhe and diſtort their 
bodies, as if they could govern its 
motion by thole odd and ridiculous 


motions 


Y 
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motions of theirs; So are we apt to 
diſtort out minds into uncouth ſhapes 
and poſtures, to as little purpoſe, 
- more pernicious, and upon a true 
-account not leſs ridiculous. As ous 
Saviour warns us to beware of idle 
words, ſuch as can do no work (as 
the Greek imports ) lo we ſhould 
count it diſallowed us too ( for the 
ſame reaſon ) to think idle thoughts. 
The thoughtfulne(s our Saviopr in- 
terids to forbid, you ſee how he 
characterizes, ſuch as will not adde 
a cubit, not alter the Caſe one N 
,way or 'other, 1. e. that is every 
way ulſeles to valuable or good 

c purpoſes. The thinkmg power 1s not 

;: given usto be uſed in vain; Eſpe- 

:) cially, whereas it might be im- 

ls ploy'd about matters of great im- 

ir Portance to us at the ſame time. 


; 


— — 
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15 Which ſerves to introduce a fur- 
ns Þ ther 
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ther Character of undue Thought. 
fulneſs, viz; 


2. Such as tends to divert us . from 
our preſent duty. Our Minds are 
not infinite, and cannot compre- 
hend all things at once. We are - 
wont {o to excuſe our not having 
attended to what another was ſay- 
ing to us, that truly we were think- 
ng on ſomewhat "elſe. Which is a 
good excuſe, if neither the Per- 

| ſon nor thing deſerved more) regard 
from us. . Bur "if what| was pro- + ; 
pounded were ſomewhat we ought + | 
ro attend to, 'tis plain we were {; 
diverted by thinking on/ what, at } 
that time, we ought nt, 'F 
P t 
When men are ſo amuſed with |} 
their own thoughts that they are * 
pur into a ſtate of Suſpence, and t 


interruption from the proper buſt- ' jr 
nes 


o 
* 
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nes of their calling, as Chriſtians, 
or Men, or when - their thoughts 
run into confuſion, and are loſt 
asto their preſent work, Such are, 
certainly, forbidden choughts. When 
they think of every thing but what 
they ſhould think of. A few paſ- 


ſant thoughts would ſurely ſve 


. turn for what is not my bufines. 


I have bulines of my own thart is 
conſtant and muſt be minded at all 
fimes, be they what they wzll. Bur 
when the times generally do not 


' pleaſe us, upon every lels grate- 
ful emergency We overdee it in think- 


mg ! *Tis rational and manlyto be- 
have our ſelves in the world as 


. thoſe that have a concernin it, wider 


the common Ruler of it, and for 
hm : and not to be negligent ob- 


 lervers how things go 1n reference 


to his great and all-comprehend- 


10g Intereſt. Bur the fault is, that 


Our 
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our thoughts are apt to be too in- - 
tenſe, and run into exceſle, - that ” 
we croud and. throng our ſelves 
with thoughts, and think too much 
to think well, conſider ſo much 
what others do or do not, that- 
we allow no place or room for 
thoughts what we are to do our 
ſelves, even in the way of that -our 
conſtant duty, which no times, or 
ſtate of things can alter or make 
diſpenſable, i. e. To pray conti--. 
nually with chearful truſt : To live... 1 
in the love, fear, and ſervice of 
God : To work out our own falva- q 
tion : To ſeek the things that are. 
above: To govern and cultivate 
our own \pirits : To keep our hearts 
with all diligence : To do all the |, 
good we can to others, &c. As to 
thele things we ſtand aſtoniſht, 


and as men that cannot find ther 7 
hands. 


en mi & we 


W 
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We ſhould endeavour to range, 
and methodize our thoughts , to 
reduce them into {ome order ( which 
a croud admits not ) that we may 
have them diſtintly applicable to 
the ſeveral occaſions of the hu- 
mane and Chriſtian life. And with 
which uſeful order whatever con- 
fiſts not, we ſhould reckon is fin- 


ful and forbidden. ad 


3. Such as not only confounds, 

'. but torments the Mind within ir 
ſelf, gives it inward torture, di- 
ſtracts and racks it, as the word 
in the Text more peculiarly f1g- 
nifies ( mew? ) to pluck and rent 

.. a thing in pieces, part from part, 
one piece from another. Such a 
.thoughtfulnes as doth rear a mans 
Soul, and ſever it from it elf. 
"There is another word of very 
Empha- 
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Emphatical import too which is 
uſed in forbidding the ſame evil, 
Luk. 12. 29. «# uſes, be not in 
Suſpence, do not hover as Mete- 
ors, do nat let your minds hang 
as in the Air, in a pendulous, un- 
certain, unquiet poſture ; or be not 
of an mconſiſtent mind as a - Critical 
" + Ainſus, Writer phrales itF, or as we may - ; 
adde, that agrees not, that falls 
out and fights with it felf, that  ;; 
with its own agitations ſets it felt 
on fire, as Meteors. are {aid ro do. n 
Thoughts there are that prove as f 
fire-brands to a mans Soul, or as m 
Darts and Arrows to his Heart,'. o1 
that ſerve tono other purpole but ch 
to- inflame and wound him. And ou 
when they are about. uch things rot 
( thoſe leſs-conſiderable events of to -wl 
morrow ) that all this might as "T 
well have been ſpared, and when our 
we diſquiet our ſelves mn vam, It can- _Þol 
| not. , 
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not be without great iniquity. God 
who hath greater dominion over 
us than we have over our elves, 
though he dilquiet our Spirits for 
great and important ends; Put us to 
undergo much {mart and torture 
in our own minds, cauſe us to be 


prickt to the Heart, 'and wounded, 


m order to our Cure, and have ap- 
pointed a ſtate of torment for the 
curable ; yet ihe doth not afflict 
willmgly nor grieve the children of 
men, . Tis a thing he wills not 
for it ſelf. 'Thole greater ends 
make: it neceſſary, and put it with- 
out the compas of an indifferent 
choice. Much leſs ſhould we chooſe 
our own torment as it were for 
torments lake, or admit thoughts 


-which ſerve for no other purpoſe. 
"Tis wundutiful; becauſe we are not 


our ,0n; We violate, and diſcom- 
polethe Temples of the Holy.Ghoſt, 


where 
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where ſince he vouchlates to dwell, 
we ſhould as much as in us is pro- ' 
vide he may have an entirely peace: | 
ful and undiſturbed dwelling, *Fis 
umatural, becauſe 'tis done to our + 
ſelves. A Felony de je. Whoever ha-}s 
ted his own fleſh 2 No man cuts and® 
wounds and mangles himſelf; but® 

a Mad-man, whois then not him x 

ſelf, is outed and diveſted of him-# 
ſelf. He muſt be another thingF 
from himſelf, e're he can do ſuch 
acts of violence even to the bodi# 
ly part, how much more valuable, 
and nearer us, and more our ſelf is} is; 
our Mind and Spirit ? | 


But this is the- caſe in the miat- 
ter of inordinate thoughts and tart. m 
We breed the Worms that gnaw: ; 
and corrode our Hearts. Worms! 
yea the Serpents, the Vultures, the is 


Bears and Lions. Our own fancis . ta] 
are”. 
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are the Creators of what doth thus 
raven, and prey upon our ſelves. 
Our own Creature rents and de- 
VOUrs Us; 


4. Such as excludes divine Conſola- 
tion, ſo- that we cannot reliſh the 
comforts God affords us, to make 
our duties pleaſant, and our af- 


-# flictions tolerable; or is ready to 
* afford. Inthe multitude of my thoughts 
» within me, thy Comforts delight my Soul, 
- Pſal. 94: 19. Thoſe thoughts, if 


they were afflicting and rrouble- 
ſome, they were not fo without 
ſome due meaſure or limit, while 


= they did not fo fill the whole 


at Soul as to exclude fo needful a 
rare, mixture. 

1aV '' 

ms! But how intolerably ſinful a State 
the- is it when the Soul is ſo filled, and 
KcIG . 


art”. 


taken up, prepoſleſt already, with 
TO U ts 
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its own black thoughts, that there 
is no room for better! And its | 


ſelf-created cloud is ſo thick and 
dark that it reſiſts the heavenly 


beams, and admits them not m the 


ordmary way to enter and infinuate. . ' 


When the Dileale dehes the Re- 
medy, and the Soul refuſes to be 
comforted, as, Pal. 77. 2. This ſeems 
to have been the Plalmiſts caſe, 


not that he took up an explicit, 
formed relolution againſt being | 


comforted ; but that the preſent 
habit of his mind and ſpirit was 
{uch that it did not enter with him; 


and that the viſual courle did not© 


{ucceed in order to it, far it fol- 
lows, I thought on God and was trow 
bled, which needs not to be un- 


derſtood io, as if the thoughts of _ 


God troubled him, but though he 
did think of God he was yet trou- 
bled. The thoughts of God were 


not.” 
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2 not the cauſe of his trouble, but 


the ineffectual means of his relief. 


* Still he was troubled natwithſtand- 


ing he thought of God, not becauſe. 
For you ſee he was otherwiſe trou- 


bled, and faies, In the day of my 


trouble 1 ſougbt the Lord. He took 
the courle which was wont nor 
to fail, but his. mind was ſo full 
of troublous thoughts before, that 
when he remembred God, it proved 


| but a weak ellay. The ftrength 


of his Soul was preingaged the 
other way, and the Stream was too 
violent to be checkt by that fee- 


= bler breath which he now only 


had to oppole it. Though. Gad 
can arbitrarily, and often doth, pur 


forth that Power as to break and 


| {catter the cloud, and make all 


clear up on a ſuddain ; Yet alſo, 
often, he withholds in fome dit- 
plealure thar more potent influ- 
G 2 ence 
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ence, and leaves things to follow, - 
with-us,their own natural courle; lets 

our own Sin correct us, and ſuffer; 

us to feel the ſmart of our own . 
xod. For we ſhould have with- 

ftood beginnings, and have been 

more early in applying the Reme- 

dy before things had cometo this il 

' paſſe. Becaule we did not when Þ: 
we better could, fer our ſelves to 
conſider, and -{trive and pray et-' 
fectgally, the diſtemper of our (pi. 
rits is now grown to that hight P! 
that we would and cannot. I 
that great diſtreſſe which befel Da. 
vid at Ziglag, when he finds hi%"E 
goods rifled, his neareſt Relative * 
made Captives, that City ir ſel *" 
the place of his repoſe, the ſolace, * 
of his exile, reduced to a ruinow, **" 
heap ; His Guard, his Friends, the' py 
companions of his flight, and par. by 
takers of all his troubles and dan- A 
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gers, become his moſt dangerous 
enemies, for they mutiny and 
conſpire againſt him, and ſpeak of 
* Sroning him : The common ca- 
lamity imbitters their ſpirits, and 
they are ready to fly upon him, 
jj as if he had done the Amalekites 
part, been the common enemy, 
and the Author of all that Mil- 
chief ; In this molt perplexing 
. Cale he was. quicker in taking the 
b proper courſe, immediately turns 
7T, bis thoughts upwards while they 
1, Vere flexible, and capable of be- 
yang directed, and comforted —_ 
I 4 the Lord his God. All that at- 
ox Aiting choughtfulnes which is the 
conſequent of our neglecting ſea- 
*ſonable endeavours to keep our 
+ minds under Government and re- 
Row ſtraint, while they are yet Govern- 
.n. #ble; and which hereupon renders 
a the conſolations of God ſmall, and 
a G 3 taſtles 
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taſtles to us, is certainly of the pro- , 


' hibited forr. 


. Such as tends to put us on 4 
ſinful. courſe for the avoiding dangers 
that threaten. us. When we think 
of {inning to day, leſt we ſhould 
ſuffer to morrow. If it be but one 

articular a& of hn by which we 
would free our ſelves from a pre- 
ſent danger, or much more if our 
thoughts tempt and ſolicit us to 2 
courle of Apoſtacy, which ( P/a 
85.8. ) is a returning to foll; 
The thing now ſpeaks it ſelf, th 
thought of fooliſhnes is Sin, Prov. 24 
9. When upon viewing the Stat 


of affairs a mans thoughts ſhall ſug ' 


geſt to him, I can never be (ak 
| perceive in this way ; Great Cz 
lamities threaten the Profeſſion, | 


have hitherto been of. And henc 


he begins to project the changing; 
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his Religion, to meditate a revolt. 
In this cafe deliberaſſe eſt deſciviſſe. 
A diſloyal thought hath in it the 
nature of the formed evil ro which 
it tends. Here is ſeminal Apoſtacy. 
The Cockatrice Egg, long enough 
hatchr, becomes a Serpent; And 
therefore ought to be cruſht be- 
time. A mans heart now begins 
ſinfully ro tempt .him, ( as he is 
never tempted with effe#t, till he 
be led away by his own heart and 
enticed, Jam. 1.14.) And now is 
the conception of that Sin, which, 
being finiſhed, is. eventually mor- 


tal, and brings forth Death, ver. 
15- 


6. Such as tends unto W/ible de- 
jection and deſpondency, ſuch as in 
the courle of our walking ſhall 
make a ſhew, and expreſs it ſelf 


ro the dilcouragement of the friends 
G 4 of 


Of T houghtfulnes 


of Religion or the triumph of its 
enemies. It may be read in a 
mans Countenance many times 
when he is undyely thoughtful, 
Cares furrow his Face and "form 
his deportments. His looks, his 
meen, his behaviour ſhew a thought- 


h ul ladnes. 


Now when ſuch appearances ex- 
ceed our remaining conſtant caule 
of vilible cheartulnes,, the thought- 
fulnes whence they proceed can- 
not but be undue and ſinful. As 
when the ill aſpect of affairs on 
our Intereſts clothes our faces with 
fear and ſorrow ; Our countenan- 
ces. are fall'n, and ſpeak our hearts 
ſunk, ſo that we even tell the 
World we deſpair of our caule, 
and our God. "This, beſides the 
diſtruſt, which is the internal, evil 
cauſe ſpoken of before, tends to a 
very 
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very pernicious effet; To confirm 
” the Atheiſtical world, togive them 
| + the day, C0; lay with them the 
* fame thing, and yield them the 
matter of their impious boaſt, there 

is no help for them m God. Andall / 

this, when there is a true, un-, 
changeable reaſon for the contra- 

Y ry temper and deportment. For 
ſill that one thing the Lord reigns, 
hagh more in it to fortifie and 
ſtrengthen our Hearts and compoſe 
us to chearfulnes, and ought to 
ſignihe more with us to this pur- 
poſe , than all the ill appearances 
of things in this world can do to 
our rational deje&tion. The Plal- 
miſt, Pſalm 96. 11, 12, 13. rec- 
kons all the World ſhould ring 
of it, that the whole Creation 
{ſhould partake from it a diffuſive 
; Joy. Let the Heavens rejoyce, and 
| let the earth be glad: let the Sea roar 
: and 
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and the fulnes thereof ; Let the field | 


be joyful, and all that is therein: then / 


ſhall all the Trees of the Wood re-' 
joyce, before the Lord, for” be cometh, | 


: > 
oy 


he cometh to jrudge the earth, &c. He | 
accounts all the Univerſe ſhould * 


even be cloathed hereupon with a 
{fmiling verdure. And what? are 
we only to except our ſelves, and 
be an anonmalous fort of Creatures ? 


ſhall we not partake in that com» © 
mon dutiful Joy, and fall into | 
conſort with- the adoring , loyal ' 


Chorus 2 Will we cut our ſelves 


off from this gladſome- obſequious 


throng ? And what ſhould put a 
pleaſant face and aſpe& upon the 
whole World, ſhall it only leave 
our Faces covered with clouds, 
and a mournful ſadnes ? 


Briefly, that we may ſumme up 
the evil of this prohibited chought- 


fulnes,« 


| : 


; 
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its ill effefts to which it tends, 
whatſoever, in that kind, hath a 
rendency either diſhonourable and 
injurious to God, or hurtful to'our 
ſelves, we are to reckon into this 
Claſſe, and count it forbidden 
Us. 


Wherefore it remains that we 
go on to the other part of the in- 
rended diſcourſe, viz; 


II. The enforcement of the probibiti« 
01, For which purpoſe we ſhall 
take into conſideration the follow- 
ing part of the Verſe; To morrow 
ſhall take thought for the things of it 
felf, ſufficient for the day is "the evil 


the: eo. 


The evil forbidden is carefulnes 
about the future, as we read it, 
taking 


gt 
falnes, as it is to be eſtimated from * 


S 
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taking thought, which is a more 
general expreſſion than the Greek 
word doth amount to. All think- 
ing is not caring. 7 his is one ſpe- 
cial fort of thoughts that is here for- 
bidden, careful thoughts, and one ſpe- 
cial ſort of care, not about duty 
but event, and about Event where- 
in it doth not depend upon ou duty, 
that is, conſidered abſtraftly from it, 
and fo the thing intended is, that 
doing all that lies within the compas of 
our duty to promote any good Event, 
vr to hinder bad, that then we ſhould * 
ceale from (olicirude about the ſuc- | 
cefle. From ſuch Solicitude, moſk © 
| eſpecially, as ſhall be either di- 
ſtruſtful, or diſquieting, or more ge- 
nerally, that ſhall be, any way, ei- 
ther imurious to God, or prejudicial ta 
our ſelves. 


Naw for the preſſinz of this 
matter 
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matter upon our practice, theſe 
ſubjoyned words may be appre- 
hended to carry, either but one and 
the ſame argument, in both the claus 
ſes; or elſe two diſtin& ones ; accor- 
ding as the former ſhall be diverſly 
underſtood. For, 


1. Theſe words | to morrow 
ſhall rake care for the things of it 
ſelf 7] are underſtood by lome to 
carry, but this. ſenſe with them: 
q. d. To Morrow will bring its own 
cares with it, and thoſe perhaps afflict= 
* ing enongh, and which will give you 
| ſufficient trouble when the day comes. 
© To morrow will oblige you to be care- 
ful about the things thereof, and find 
you buſineſs. and a5” A enough. 
Which is *but the fame thing in 
ſenſe with what is imported . in 
the following words. | Sufficient 
tor the day is the evil thereof. ] 
| 2. Or 
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2. -Or elle thole former words 


may be underſtood thus, | To 


morrow ſhall take care for the 


" 
A 


; 


ings of it elf 3 | i, e, To morrow | 


and the things of to morrow ſhall be 


ſufficiently cared for otherwiſe, without © 


- 
i 


4 


Jour previous care. There 15 one that © 


can do it ſufficiently, do not you imper- 
tinently and to no purpoſe concern your 
ſelves. It is implied there is ſome 
one elſe ro take rhat care, whole 


per bufines it -is; The great 


pro 
God himſelf is meant, though that ©: 
is not expreſlely laid, the deſign Þ 
being but to exclude us; and to þ 


ſay who ſhould nat take care, not who 
ſhould. - That is therefore left at 
large, and exprels'd with that in- 
difterency, as if it were intended 
to ſignihe to us, that it was no 
matter who took care ſo we did 
not. "That we ſhould rather leave 


Ly 


x 


y 
EF 
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it to the morrow to put on 4 perſon, 


and take care; than be our ſelves 
concern'd; that whoſe part foe- 
ver it is, it was none of ours. A 
form of Speech not unexampled 
elſewhere in Scripture. Let the dead 
bury their dead, only follow thou me ; 
q. d. Sure ſome body will per- 
form that part. It will be done 
by one or other, more properly 
than by you, who have devoted 
your {elf ro me, 'and are become 
a Sacred Perſon (not permitted b 

the Law to meddle with a dead 
body, as: a learned Perlon gloſſes 
upon that place.) And, in :com- 
mon Speech, eſpecially of Superi- 
ours to Inferiours, ſuch Antanaclaſes 
(as the figure is called ) are fre- 
quent. And the ſame word uſed 
over again, when in the repetition 
(though Here it be otherwiſe) we 
intend. not any certain ſenſe ; more 
_ than 
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than! that we would , with he 
more {martnes and pungency, re- 
preſs an inclination we obferve in | 
them to ſomewhat we would not | 
have them do, or more earneſtly | 
prefle the thing we would have 
done. So that we need not in 

that expreſſion trouble our ſelves © 
to imagine any ſuch myſtical mean- 
ing, as, Let them that are dead þ iz 
in {in bury them that are dead F 
for (in; Or that it intends more, | 


matter. - And, to ſhew the ablos | 
Jutenes of the Command, it is | 
given in that form of words that 


not concern himſelf about that bu- & 


Suppoſe, what is not likely , thar | 
there were none elſe that would 
take care; or none but the Dead to 
bury the Dead; yer know, that at 
this 


than, Be not concerned about that F 


it might be underſtood he ſhould } 


_—_ in. > JA ws tans ego nn ah © a «a i..uo.uo x 


lineſs m any caſe whatſoever. q. d. 
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this time I have ſomewhat elſe to 
do for you : When it, is, in the 
mean time tacitely ſuppoted, and 
concealed, that the matter might 
well enongh be left to the care of 
others. So here; while itis filent- 
ly intimated that the things of the 
morrow {ball be otherwiſe {uffci- 
ently cared for, by that Wiſe and 
Mighty Providence that governs 


| all things, and tuns through all 


time, .yet our intemperate folicitude 
is, in the mean time, {o abſolute- 


# ly forbidden, that we are not to 


be allowed in it, though there 


were none, but the fergned ptrſon 


> of the morrow; to take care for'whar 
* | ſhould then occur. Yet the main 
| ſtreſle is laid upon the concealed 


intimation all the while, as a thing 
whereof he was fecure, and would 
have his Diſciples be too, that the 
buſines of providing for the mor- 
row 
} | 


of Thoughtfulnes 
row . would :be done fuflclently Þ 
without them. 


d q. 
Wy 


And now according to this ſenſe | ; 
of thoſe words, there are two di- | | 
ſtint confiderations, contained, in | 
this latter part of the Verſe, both - 
which we ſhall ſeverally make 
ufe of, for the purpoſe for which | 
they are propounded by our Sa- 
viour , Viz, the preſſing of = 
he had enjoyned in the former | 
part of the verſe. 


The Unprofita 
Entitle them 4 blenes, and 


The Hurrfulnes | [7 
of this forbidden care. 


And we may thus I 
F 


1. The former may well bear 
that title ; The inxtility or unprofis 
tablenes of our Care. To morrow 


ſhall 
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ſhall take care for the things of it ſelf, 
1. e. they ſhall be ſufficiently cared 


for without you. 


Now under that head of unpro- 
fitablenes, we may conceive theſe 
rwo things to be comprehended. 


1. That we do not need to 

| attempt any thing. 
viz.e 2. T hat we caneffe nothing, 
by that prohibited care 


{ of ours. 


That we neither need, nor ( to 
any purpoſe ) can concern our {elves 
about ſuch matters. 


'K T hat we do not need. They 
are under the dire&tion of his Pro- 
vidence who can manage them 
well enough himſelf. And unto 
this head ſeveral things do belong, 
H 2 which 
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- which if they be diſtintly 
dered, will both diſcover and high- | 
ly aggravate that offence of immo- 
derate thoughtfulnes. As, 


t. That, through that needles | 
care of ours, we ſhall but negleft 
( as was formerly ſaid ) our mo 
conſtant mdiſpenſable duty. 
| not be done as it ought. 
| » ſtudy to be. quiet, and do our own bu- 


ſmes , 


upon another account. We have 

is wearetold, in the neneral, and, 
at the ſame time encouraged againſt 
interrupting care, Pal. 73. 3. Truſt © 


dwell in the land, and verily you ſhall } 

be fed. 

have many a careful thought of 

this fort. © Alas! We are afraid 

«the condition of the Land may 

P "iſ he 
- ; 


conſ1- | 


; 


That will ' 
We ſheuld my 


; 


as is elſewhere enjoyned, | 


a duty incumbent, which, what it , 


| 


in the Lord and do good, and you ſhall 


Some perhaps are apt to | 
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' © be ſuch as we ſhall not be&able 


« to live in it.” No, (tis faid ) 
never trouble your thoughts about 
that. Only negle& nog your own 

rt. Truſt in the Lord, and do good, 
and 'twill be well enough. You 
ſhall dwell in the Land, and veri- 
ly you ſhall be fed. 


2. We ſhall make pur ſelves buſie- 
bodies in the matters of another, 1 Pet. 
4- 15. as it were, play the Biſhops 
in anothers Dioces, as the word 
there imports. We {hall but be 
over officious, and undecently prag- 
matical in intermedling. Our great 
care ſhould be, when we count 
upon Suffering, that we may not 
luffer indecently, 67 with diſreputa- 
tion ( in their account who are 
fitteſt ro judge ) much lefle mu- 
riouſly to a good cauſe, and a good 
Conſcience. Which we cannot fail 

H 3 tg 
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to do, if we ſuffer out of our own 
place and' Station, and having in- 


truded our ſelves into the affairs | 


and concerns that belong to the 


management of another hand, 
And, 


3. It is to be conſidered who it 


is that we ſhall affront, and whoſe | 


Province we invade in fo doing, 
viz. of one that can well enough Þ 
manage all the affairs of ro morrow, 
and of all future time, the Lord | 


T tmes are, and all time, A Pro- |} 


vince in the adminiſtration where- © 


of there is no danger of defect or 
Error. And, 


wy 


4. It is *to be conſidered that | 


we ſhall do ſo, not only without a 


Call, but againſt a Prohibition. It is | 
reckoned, among men, a rudenes, 
_ to | 


G 
Las » 

' 
4 


of all Time, in whoſe hands all our | # 


| 
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to intrude mto the affairs of ano- 
ther uninvited, how much more if 
forbidden ? Ir gives diſtaſte and 
offence; and the reaſon is plain, 
for it implies a ſuppoſition of their 
weaknes yg and that they are not 
able to manage their own affairs 
themlelves. And as we thefeby 
caſt contempt upon another, ſo, 
at the ſame time, we unduely ex- 
alc and magnifie our ſelves, as if 
we underſtood better. Such a 
compariſon cannot but be thought 
odious. But now take this as an 
addition to the former con(idera- 
tion, and the matter riſes high, and 
carries the ſame intimarion with it 
in reference to the All-wile and 
Almighty God. No? Is not he 
likely to bring matters to any good 
pals without us? And are we 
therefore ſo concernedly looking 
over the ſhoulder; thruſting in our 

H 4 eye 


\ 
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eye, and ſending forth our cares 


to run and range into his affairs | 
and bulines? "This is a weariſom F 
Impertinence. A prudent man would : 


not endure 1t. 


ſmall thing to you to weary men, but | 


you will weary my God alſo ? Ia. 7. 13, 


They were ſpoken\zo a purpoſe | 


not unlike. For oblerve the oc- 


caſion. There were at that time | 
the two Kings with their Com- | 
bined Power, of Syria and Iſrael | 


come up againlt Jeruſalem and the 
houſe of David, meaning the King 
Ahaz, . It is {aid hereupon of him, 
and the People with him, T heir 
heatts were moved as the *'Trees of the 
Wood are moved with the wind. Full 
of thoughts, of cares, and fears 
they were, no doubt. O! what 
will 


| 
if 
Nor are thole words unappli- * 
cable ro this purpole, Seems it a © 


"WW oY A WW SH 
I ” Kon e 225.35 


/ for the Future, 


will- become of this matter ? what 
will be the Event ? And the Pro- 
pher comes with a comfortable 


£ meſſage to them from God. But 


cheir Hearts were ſo prepoſleſſed 
with their own fears, it ſignifies 
nothing. A confirmarion is offer- 


| ed, andrefuſed. The pretence was, 


he would not fempt God by ask- 


v; ing a Sign even when he was 


bidden. An hypocritical prerence, 


* made only to cover a latent diſ- 


cruſt, Thereupon, faith the Pro- 
pher, Is ic a ſmall thing to weary 
men ( meaning himſelf who was 
but the Meſſenger ) but that you 
will weary my God alſo? i. e. who 
{ent him ; and who went not abour 
ro pur the aftrighted Prince, and 
his People, upon any thing, but 
to truſt him and be quiet :-No agi- 
ration of whoſe minds was ' requi- 
zed tro their ſafery. They are 


nor 


T 
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not direfted, as if all lay =_ them, | 
contrive, # 
themſelves, ( at this time ) the means ® 


to hold a Council, an 


of their preſervation. Nor ſhould | 


they, with diſturbed minds. Nei- 
ther are we ( in the ſenſe that 


hath been given ) required, or al- 
lowed to uſe our care in reference | 
to the things of to morrow, The tres © 
of affairs lies not upon us. The © 


Events that belong toto morrow, or 
the future time, whatever it be, will 


be brought about, whether we lo | 


Care or care not. Our anxiety 1s 


needles in the cale, What will F 
not to morrow come and carry all | 
its Events in it that belong to it, | 
without us? will not the Heavens | 
roll without us ? and the Sun riſe F 
and ſet? the Evening come and \! 


allo the Morn ? the dayes, and all | 


that belongs to the ſeveral daies 
of ſucceeding time ? will not all 


be 


y > Im 
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! be brought about without our care 
7 think we? how was it before we 
” were bom ? 


2. There is alſo comprehended 
belides, under that head of wnpros 


© fitablenes, our impotency to effett any 
' thing by our care. As we- do ndt 
” need, ſo nor are we able, That is 
| unprofitable, which will not ſerve 


turn, nor do our buſines. This 
forbidden care leaves things but 
as we found them. *Tis true, that 
may be ſome way uſeful, that is 
not abſolutely neceſſary, bur if beſides 
that no neceſſity there be alſo an 
abſolute uſeleſnes, the argument is 
much ſtronger. All this prohibi- 
ted care of ours cannot contribute 
any thing, to the hindering of bad 
Events or promoting of good. 
And that, neither as to our own 
private affairs nor ( much leſle ) 

| as 
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as to thoſe that are of publick con« # 


CErnment. 


1. Not as to our own private | 
affairs, which the ſeries of our Sa- | 
viours diſcourſe hath directer re- þ 
ference unto, what we ſhall eat, and © 
drink, and how be cloathed. How to | 
maintain and ſupport life, and | 
adde to: our dayes and the com- | 
fort of them. We cannot adde 


( "tis ſaid ) fo much as one cubit 
( verſ. 27.) | to our ſtature So 
we read that word, which per- 
haps ( by the way ) as a noted 


Expoſitor obſerves, may better b 
be read | Age | The word fſig- | 
nifies both. It would ſegm indeed | 


ſomething an enormous addition 


to have a cubit added to the ſta- 
ture of a grown man, but the 
lame word ( wiz) ſignifying alſo 
aze, that ſeems here the fitter tranſla- 
tion 


| 


"ll. 
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tion. q. d. Which of you by take- 
ing thought can make the leaſt 
addition to his own time ? Nor is 
ic unuſual to ſpeak of meaſures of 
that kind, in relation to time, as a 
Span, an hand breadth, and the like. 
And ſo is cubit as capable of the 
{ame application. Our anxiety can 
neither adde more, nor lefle. 


2. Much leſs can it influence 
the common. and publick. affairs. 
Our Solicitude, what will become 
of thele things ? How ſhall the 
Chriſtian or Proteſtant Intereſt ſub- 
faſt 2 much more how ſhall it ever 
come to thrive and proſper in the 
World? fo low, lo depreſt and 
deſpiſed as it may ſeem? How 
will it be with it to morrow ? or 
hereafter in future time 2 Whar 
doth it contribute ? I ſpeak not to 
the excluſion of Prayer, nor of a 
duti- 
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dutiful, . affeftionate concernednes, 
that ckudee not a cheartul, ſub 


miſtive truſt ; and what will moreF 
than this avail 2 It we adde more, 
will that addition mend the mart: 

ter ? or do we indeed think, when} 
the doing of our duty prevails not, 

that our anxiety and care beyond} 
our duty ſhall > Can that change} 
times and ſeaſons, and mend the} 
ſtate of things to morrow or the next | 
day* Will to morrow become, by 
means of it, a fairer or a calmer 
day, or be without it a more ſtorm 

one ? We might as well think; b 

our care, to order the Celeſtial : 


( 
Motions, to govern the Tides, and Þ | 
| 
| 
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retard or haſten the Ebbs and 
Floods; or by our Breath check þ 
and countermand the -courle of-the | 
oreateſt Rivers. We, indeed, and | | 
all things that time contains and | | 
meaſures, are carried as in a ſwift | 
ſtream, 
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ſtream, or on rapid Floods. And a 
man, at Sea, might as well at- 


* rempr, by thruſting or pulling the 


fides of rhe = that carries him, 
to haſten or {lacken its motion, 


” as we by our vexatious care to 
' check or alter the motions of Pro- 
 vidence this way or that. Do we 
> think to poſture things otherwiſe 
E than God hath done? Will we 
E move the Earth from irs Center ? 
} Where will we find another Earth 


3 whereor. to let our foot ? 


2. We have to conſider not 


: only the unprofitablenes but hurt- 
| fulnes of this forbidden Care. Ic 
not only doth no good, bit it is 


| fure to do usa great deal of harm. 


That is the conſideration intima- 
ted in the latter words, ſufficient for 


vil 


the day is the evil thereof. We ſhall 


but-accumulate evils unto our ſelves 


by 
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by it, to no purpoſe. Our undue # # 
ſolicitude cannot adde to our time # © 
or- comforts ( as was ſaid) but it} ” 
may much diminiſh, and detract © 

- from thery. Whereas every ſeveral 2? 
day that paſſeth, may have enough | * 
in it, and be of it ſelf ſufficiently + 2? 
fraught with Perplexity , trouble; * 
and ſorrow. All that, added to the | 
foregoing burden of exceſfively care- | 
ful forerhoughts, may overwhelm | 
and fink us ; 


by 
* 
S 


There are ſundry particular con- || # 
{iderations thar fall in here allo. . - 


| 1. That by this means we ſhall | 

ſuffer the ſame thing over and Þ 

Fane over, which we needed not ſuffer | 
| #rabie? more than once. It obtained for a 


Proverbs , . 
Hluſtrated Proverb among the F Arabians PF h 
by the i : : q1 
notes of af flidhian is but one to him that ſuffers 

u 


Sep it, but to him that with fear expetts 
it 
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it, double. ] I ſhall ſuffer the evil 


* of to morrow this day and to 
” morrow too: Yea, and by this 


courſe, I may bring all the evil of 
all my future time, into each ſeve- 
ral day, and may luffer the ſame 
affliction a thouſand times over, 
which the benignity of Providence 
meant, only, for my preſent exer- 


- ciſe, when he ſhould think ic moſt 
| fit and ſeaſonable to lay ir on. 


2. I may, by this means, ſuffer, 


| in my own foreboding Imagmation, raa- 
{ ny things that really, I ſhall never 
ſuffer ar all, for the events may 
| never happen, the forethoughts 
* whereof do now affliict me. And 
| whar a fooliſh thing is it to be 


troubled before-hand art that which 
for ought I know will never be; 
and to. make a certain evil of an 
uncertain ! 
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- 2. And it is further to be cog ® 
ſidered, that all the trouble I ſuffer © 
in this kind 1s /elf trouble. Wethere-! 


in but afMfli&t our ſelves. And it! 
addes. a great Sting to affliction 


that I am- the Author of it to my! 
felt. For beſides the unnatural- 


nes of being a Self-tormentor ( which: 


was formerly noted) it is the more 


afflicting, upon -review , by how; 
much more eaſily ir was avoid-} 
able. We are ſtung with the re-} 
fleftion on,our own: folly, as any} 
man 1s apt to- be, when he con-} 
ſ1ders his having run himſelf into} 
trouble ,, which , by an- ordinary! 
Prudence he might have elcaped.; 
With what regret may one look} 
back, upon many by-paſt daies,þ 


wherein I might have ſerved God 
with chearfulnes in- my calling, 
awalkins in the light of the Lord, 
which I have turned into- daies of 


per 
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penſive darknes, to my ſelf, by only 


© my own black and diſmal thoughts ! 


And ſo by having- drawn unjuſtly 
the evils of future time into my 
preſent day, | come to draw 
juſtly.che evils of my former time 
( and of a worle kind ) into it 
atlo. What God inflicts, I can- 
not avoid, but am patiently to 
{ubmit to it ; which carries its own 
relict in it, but- I owe no ſuch Pa- 
tience to my lelt, for having foo- 
liſhly been my own Affiicter, with 


® needles and avoidable trouble; 


4. I ſhall Suffer hereby in a more 


| grievous kind, than, if only FU fear- 


ed evil had acually betall'n me. 
It being the nature of external 
evils (which the prohibred chought- 
fulnes chiefly refers to ) that they 
commonly aiflict more m expecta- 
tion, than in the aftual Suffering of 
B then 
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them ( as was a wiſe Heathens | 

obſervation ) as external good things | ' 
pleaſe more, in the expectation, than 
they do in the fruition: When 
(as he allo obſerves) as to the 
good and evil things of the con- 

trary kind, the cale is contrary, | 
And how often do we find- thole,, * 
evils in the bearing, light, and to | 
have little in them, that look't big, _ * 
ſeemed formidable, and carried a. * 
dreadful appearance with them at! 
a diſtance ? What a fearful thing” | 
is Poyerty to a mans imagination, | | 


and yet who live merryer lives} 


than Beggars ? We therefore, by! 
this anticipation, Suffer in a worle 
kind. And if we do not makean' 
affliction, of no affliftion , we make 
of a lighter one a more orievous. 
We turn a future outward afflicti- 
on, into a preſent inward and men- 
tal one. The affliction of forbid- } * 


den 
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den care falls upon the mind, 
whereas the object of that care, 
is only an affliction to the outward 
man. How much more of Sut- 
fering 1s an intelligent Spirit capa- 
ble of, than a meer lump of ani- 
mated Fleſh or Clay? Can my 
body ever feel ſo much as my 
Soul can ? Pleaſure and Pai are 
alway commenſurate to the princi- 
ple of life by which we are capa- 
ble of the one or the other. How 
unſpeakably greater are the Plea- 
ſures of the Mind than thole of 
the Body ! and ſo, conſequently, 
are mental afflictions, than corpo- 
ral. The Providence of God, it 
may be, intends ſome affliction to 
our outer man to morrow ; bur, 
in the mean time, our expectat1- 
ons, and anxious thoughts are tortu- 
ring our Spirits roday,while,perhaps, 


we have burden enough otherwile. 


"3 2 5. And 
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5. And as the Affliction of 


anxious forethoughr and ws : 


' more grievous In the kind, 


ts likely to le Ve J mtenſe, mM the 'u 


gree, of that kind ; beyond what the | 


other ſort of AMiction may be. 
For whereas the other eg be, more 
direftly trom God, and tips ( as wa 
ſaid ) from my ſelf od Afﬀfiicts 


with Wiſdom, Mercy and Mode- 


ration. But this (elt-afliction pro- 
ceeds from the want of Prudence, and 
is without Mercy. So that rhe | 
moderating principles are wanting, © 
Men, commonly, know no limut ” 
or mea{ure in their thus afflicting 
themſelves. Never think it enough. | 


Their own Paſſions are their Tor- | | 


mentors, which, having broke looſe 
from us the government of 
their Reaſon and Pradence, run in- 
to wild rage and fury. What a 


mile- | 


E 


Lal cata ag 


go 
wor Cr : 
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miſery is 1t to have ſuch fierce 


Creatures preying upon us! God 
would never ule us {o unmerci- 
fully, as we do our ſelves. Or, 
if he ſuffer wicked men to be our 
afflicters, that know no pity, they 


* cannot reach our Spirits : And his . 
# mercy towards us is {till the ſame. 


"I Ld. had tet. ME td 


| He can reſtrain or overrule thena 


at pleaſure ; or infuſe ſuch conlo- 
lations, as, when we are thus af- 
ficting our elves, 'we cannot ex- 
pect; and which that ſelt-afMlicti- 
on doth naturally exclude. *Tis 
unconceivable what - evils we {u- 

radde to our own daies, be- 


yond that which he counts ſuffis 


cient. Nor do we defign our own 
good in it, as he doth when he 
afflicts. Which deſign, and end, 
meaſures and limits the means, thar 
they may not exceed the proportion 


requiſite thereto. 
I 4 6. All 
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6. All this ſuperadded evil we. 
bring upon our ſelves againſt a 
Rule (which is fit to be again no- 
ted) for both the conſiderations 
that are ſubjoyned, muſt be con- 
{1dered, as relative to the precept. 


. We break firſt the Law, beforeÞ 


Ao do.  La_z 


| 


we break our own Peace. Our Re-" 


deemer and Lord hath _— 
{ed his Authority, as a bar againſt | 
our troubling our ſelves. And lo} 
fenced our Peace and comfort for | 
us, that we have no way to come | 
at our own trouble, but by break- 
ing chrough the boundary of his þ 
Law. This then is a very peſti- | 
lent addition to the evil of this | 
day, that we draw upon our elves | 
by our taking thought for to mor- | 
row. For we > mingle the evil of | 
Sin- with that of Afiction. We. 
deal very ill with our ſelves in 
this, 


lead. DA. 3 tad 


| for the Future. 
this, to taint our affliction with ſo 


foul a thing ; which might have 
been meer affliction without that 
imbictering accurled mixture. 


And it is to be conſidered, that 
this draws a conlequence with it 
( beſides the depraving nature of 


- fin, and the corroding nature, 


eſpecially, of this fin,) "Tis, as it us 
ſm, puniſhable. And ſo, as we 


bring the evil of co morrow, into 


? this day ; we may bring the evil 


of this day into to morrow. God 
may be offended, and frown to 
marrow, becauſe we were no more 
apt to be governed by him to day. 
And as we drew an imaginary 
cloud from the next day into this, 
it may, the next, return upon us 
in a real Storm. But whether it 
be ſo or no, it highly aggravates 
the marter that, 


7. Ve 
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7. We herein oftend, not only J 


againſt the Juſtice of the Law, but Þ 


againſt the Mercy of it, the Kind. | 
nes, Goodnes and Compaſſion im- | 
rted in it. "This, as it was m-þ 


timated betore, ſo needs to be more © , 


deeply conſidered by it elf. o. 


ought indeed to be acknowledged | 
concerning the genezal frame, and | 
Syſtem, of all the divine Lawes, Þ 
that they are Wi/ibly, and with ad- | 
mirable ſuitablenes, contrived for } 
the good and felicity ot mankind, 


and ſeem but obligations upon us | 
to be happy. Such as mn the keep- | 


mg whereof there 1s great reward. 


And, m this 'particular one, how ob- # 
ſervably hath our Lord, as it | 
 Gvw | 
were ſtudied our quiet, and the 
repole of our minds! How. ( eſpe- | 


cially ) doth the Benignity and 
Kindnes of the holy Law-giver 


ap- 


c 
L 
\ 
r 
t 
| 
| 
| 
þ 
\ 
| 
| 


has 4 
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: appear #'n it ! upon comparing this 
conſideration with the precept it 
F ſelf. Take no thought for to morrow, 


"F ſufficient for the day is the evil of it. 


. d. I would not have you over- 


* burden'd; I would have you be 


; without care. It imports a tender- 


nes of our preſent comfort ; which 
he many other wayes expreſles of 


our futwe ſafety and bleſſednes. q. d. 


| [ would have you go comtforta- 


bly rchrough this World , Where 


| you are in a Pilgrimage and a 
| wayfaring condition; I would not 


have you oppectt, nor your Spirits 
bowed down \with too heavy a 
burden. And Ns, elſewhere,  in- 
culcated. .Caſtmg all your care on 
him, for he careth for you, 1 Pet. 5. 
7s In nothing be careful ( Phil. 4. 6. ) 
but, in” all things, let your requeſts be 
made known to God , with thanks» 
giving ; And the Peace of God (lo it 

im- 
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immediately follows ) which paſſeth | 


all underſtanding, ſhall keep your bearts 


and minds, Commit thy way to the} 
Lord, devolve it on him, as the} 
word ſignifies, P/al. 37.5. Truſt alſo | 
in him, and be will bring i to paſſe. | 
It we be ſo wile as to obſerve} 
his rule and deſign, we ſhall bef 


wiſe for our ſelves. And that? 


tranquillity and calmnes of Spirit, Þ ; 
which many Heathens have foÞ ; 


highly magnified, and which their Þ 
Philoſophy ſought, our Religion will | 


poſleſle and enjoy. 


But if we neglect, and diſregard 


Aa 
: 
* 
: 


him herein; we ſhall bring an | 


evil into to day that neither be- 
longs to this day, nor to any other. 
It is true indeed, God doth often 


point us out the day, wherein we | 


muſt ſuffer ſuch and ſuch exter- 
nal evils, and as it were fay to 


us, | 


j 
* 


| 
: 
: 
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| us, Now is you day of Suffering. 


Sometimes by his Providence alone, 
when I have no way of efcape; 


| ſometimes by the concurrence of 


his Word and_ Providence, when 


' the one hemmes me in, on the 


one hand, the other on the other. 


He hath now ſer me a day for 


ſuffering, in this or that kind, bur 
none for ſinning in this kind, nor 
in any other. Why ſhall I draw 
in evils to this day, from to mor- 
row, that belong neither to this day 
nor to MOrrow 2? 


The ſumme is, whether we re- 
gard ovir Innocency or our Peace, 
whether we would exprels Reve- 
rence to God, or a due regard to 
our lelves. It we would do the 
part either of pious and religious, 
or of rational and prudent. men, 
we are to lay a reſtraint upon our 

{clves 
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ſelves in this Matter. Have web 


nothing to employ 'our thought 
about, that concerns us more ? 
nothing wherein we may uſe them 


to better purpole ?. Is there nothing | 


wherein we are more left at li 


berty ? or nothing about which} 


we are more bound in duty to 


think? Unles we reckon that 
thoughts are abſolutely free, and} 
that we may uſe our thinking pow-F 
er as we pleaſe; And that the} 
divine Government doth not ex-Þ 
tend to our minds ? ( which if it? 
do not, we confound Gods Govern-Þ 
ment; and Mans, and there'is an end © 
of all internal Sin, and Duty ; and" 
of the firſt and moſt radical diffe- 
rences of Moral good and evil)} 


we can never juſtihe our ſelves in | 


fuch a range of thoughts and cares, 
as this we have been ſpeaking of. 
And 'tis very unreaſonable to conti- 

. me 


_ 
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-#ue 2 courle we cannot juſtifie, A 


tranſient ation done againlt a formed 
judgment would be reflected on with 
regret and-{hame by fuch as are 


' Not arriv'd to that pitch as not to 


care what they do. Bur to perſiſt in 
2 condemned courſe of actions, muſt, 
much more, argue a profligate 
Conlcience enfeebled and mortity'd 
to that degree as to have little ſenſe 
left of right and wrong. 


Where it is ſo, ſomewhat elle is 
requiſite to a cure, than meer re- 
preſentmg the evil of that courle. 
What that can do hath been try'd 
already. And when men have been 
once uſed to V:ftory, over their own 
Judgments, and Conlciences ; eve- 
ry | former defeat makes the next 
the- eaſter; till, at length, {ight and 
conſcience become ſuch contemptible 
baffled things,:as to fignifie no- 

thing 
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thing at all, to the governing off m 
Practice, this way or thar. th 
Fi 


The only thing that can work ti 
a redreſs, is to get the temper of our} c« 
ſpirits cured ; which will mightilyÞ mw 
facilitate the work and bulſines of tc 
Conlcience, and is neceſlary, even c« 
where it 1s moſt lively and vigo-M pr 
rous. . For to be only quick at diſcern-M la 
mz what we ſhould be, and do, th 
ſignifies little againſt a difinclined Þ fi 
heart. Therefore for the rechity-K m 
ing of that, and that our Inclations, Þ us 
as well as our Judgments, may con-| w 
cur, and fall in with ow Duty in w 
this matter, I will only recommend |! b' 
in order hereto by way of directi- | ol 
on ( among many that might be Þ ni 
thought on) theſe two things. 0! 


1. That we uſe ntore earneſt endea- || d 
vour to be, habitually, under Govern } ut 
| ment, 


for the Futkre. 
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ment, in reference to our thoughts, and . 


the inward workings of our Spirits, 
For can we doubt of the obliga- 
tion of the many precepts that 
concern , immediately , the .inner 


* man? To love, to truſt » to fear 3 


ro rejojce. in God, &c. What be- 
comes of all Religion, it the vital 
principles of it be thought unnece(- 
ſary 2 Do not all the Laws. of God 
that enjoyn us any Duty, lay their 
firſt obligation upon our wmward 
man? Or do they © only oblige 
us to be Hypocrites * and to ſeem 
what we are not? And why do 


| we here diſtinguiſh ; and think that, 


| by ſome precepts, God intends to 


oblige us; and by others he means 
no ſuch thing, but to leave us to 
our Liberty ? Or would not thoſe 
which we will confes more in- 
diſpenſable ( viz; ſuch as have been 
inſtanc't in ) exclude the careful 


K thoughts, 
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thoughts, we ſpeak of, about the 
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events of to morrow ? For can an 
heart nauch converſant ir- the ex- 


plicir a&ts of love to God, truſt in 


him, the fear of him, &c. be muc 


liable to thele forbidden cares ? 


Nor; ſurely, can it be matte 
of doubt with us, whether God 
obſerve the thoughts and motions of 
our Souls * For can we think that 
he will give rules about things where 
in he will exerciſe 910 judgment! 
The Lord knoweth the degle of man 
that they are vantty ; And are an) 
more vain than theſe? Do we 
Chriſtians need an heathen imſtrufto 
ro tell us © We ought alwaies fo 
« to live, as wnder. view; and fo 
ec "fo think, as if thets, were ſome 

© one that may, and \can, inſpe&t 

—_ look into our innermoſt breaſt. 
«'To what purpole is it that we 

. « keep 
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& keep any thing ſecret from man ? 
« nothing is ſhut up 'to God. 
« He is a-mid{t our minds, and 
« comes among our moſt inward 
« choughts.” Let us labour to 
accuſtome and uſe our Spirits to ſub- 
jethon, to have them compos'd, 
and formed to awful apprehenſions 
of that Authority and Government 
which the Father of Spirits claims, 
and hath eſtabh{h't immediately over 
themſelves. This, though it be 
more general, will yet reach this 
cale. 


2. That we aim at bes, in the 
temper of our Spirits, more mdifferent 
about all future events, that lye within 
the compas -of time; Let us not 
account” them lo yery- conſidera- 
ble. Time will ſoon beover, and 
is too narrow a Sphzxre for us 
to confine our minds unto. We 


K ſhould 
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ſhould endeavour a greater ampli- 
tude of TT houghts, As he that hath 
large, and noble deligns, looks, 
with Great Indifterence, upon 
{maller matters wherein they are 
not concerned. One that Fears 
God, and works Righteoulnes, be- 
lieves a World ro come, and lives 
in entire devotednes to the Re- 
deemer, ( the conſtitution of whole 
Kingdom relates entirely to that 
other World ) hath little cauſe to 
concern himſelf about interveni- 
ences, which, as to his part 
that world, will not alter his caſe. 
We are not the ſurer of Heaven, 
if the Sun ſhine out to morrow; 
| Nor the lefle ſure, if it ſhine 
not. 


For the obtaining of this duti- 
ful and peaceful Indifferency, it con- 


Ccerns us to be much m Prayer. For, 
both, 
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both, that. happy temper of mind 


1s part of the W. iſdom, which if wwe Jam. I. 5. 


want, we are to ask of God. And 
it direftly eaſes us of the burden 
of our affairs to commit them in 
that way; as is ſignif'd in thar 
mentioned Scripture, Phil, 4. 6. Nor 
was any thing more agreeable, 
than that our Lord reaching us 
( in that admirable Summary of 
Petitions given in this ſame Ser- 
mon on the Mount.) to Pray every 


day for our daily bread, ſhould here 


forbid us to $ake thought for the Boch 
morrow. As alſo, in the gathering which Re. 
of Manna, no care was to be EX- noted by 


tended further than the preſent day F. 
We have eaſe acceſle daily. Sto- 
ry tells us the poor Chineſes could 
not enter into the preſence of their 
Tartarian Prince, with never fo juſt 
a complaint, without ſubmirring, .- 
firſt, to an hundred Baſtinado's, 
K 3 as 


Of Thonghtfulnes, 8c. 


as the condition of their admit- 
tance. Would we thankfully ac- 
cept, and uſe as we might, the 
conſtant liberty wwe have upon the 
ealteſt terms, how much ' would 
it contribute both to our #mocenc) 
and quiet ! 
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PSP 2 HERE isyet another 
4 £8) very. vicious habit of 
WJ = mind, beſides this of 
VAR! > taking thought about the 
POS wat of ; "ths time ; 
| ,viz. An intemperate . Appetite of fore- 
\ knowing them. Which hath ſuch 
affinity, and lies ſo contiguous, 
and bordering to the former, that 
it will not be incongruous to adde 
ſomewhat concerning it; And, 
which is of ſo ill and pernicious 
an import, that it will deſerve 
44 


» 


338 


APPENDILY. 
ſome endeavour to ſhew how we 


may diſcern and repreſſe it. 


| And it may be requiſite to dil. 
courle ſomewhat to this purpoſe, 
both for the Vindication of Gods 
Wiſdom, and Goodnes, in confining our 
knowledge of the events of future 
time, within ſo narrow bounds and 
limits; And that ſerious Chiſtians 
may the more effectually conſult 
the eale and quiet of their own 


.minds, by keeping themſelves con- 
.tentedly, as to this matter , with- 


1n the bounds which he hath ſet 


them. 
This appetite | of foreknowmng is | 


only to be animadverted on /o 
far as it is inordate, and a diſtem- 


per. Our buſines therefore here 


mult be 


1. To 


4PPENDIS. 


1. To ſpecify and diſtinguiſh 


we 


; this diſtemper. 
0 2. To offer ſomewhat for the 
__ Q Cure of it. 


T1 1. Forthe findmg out and Specify- 
"| agofirt. Itisngt tobedoubted but 
there may be a faultines m the de- 
>| fe. A too great liſtleſnes, and 


ur SE to look forward, Which 
VN indi poll tion will appear blameable, 
a when it proceeds either 


" 1. From a ſenſual ſlothfulnes of 
temper that addi&ts us wholly to | 
the preſent. It is roo much a-km 

- "to the beaſt, to be totally taken | 

ſo up with what now pleaſes. When 

i} -all the Soul lies in the ſenſes, and | 

we mind nothing bur the grateful | 

reliſhes of our preſent and private 

7 | enjoyments, are quite unconcern'd 


about 
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about: the State of the World, or 
the Chriſtian Intereſt, or what 
ſhall hereafter come of the af- 
fairs of our Countrey, in vil, or re- 
ligious reſpe&ts. When we are held 
in a lazie indifterency concerning 
the State of things in ſucceeding 


times and ages; are conſcious of | 
no deſire of any hopeful proſpect | 
for Poſterity, and thoſe that ſhall | 
come after us. *Tis all one with Þ 


us. whether we know them likely 
to be Civil or Barbarian , Chriſti- 
an or Pagan, Freemen or Slaves, 
becauſe we care not which of 


theſe we be our ſelves, ſo we 
can but eat on, and enjoy our | 


own undiſturbed eaſe and plea- 
ſure. This is a fatal mortifica- 
tion of the appetite of fareknows 
mg. For it deſtroyes it quite, 
when it ſhould bur rectihe and 


' Teduce-ir within due bounds, And 


In 
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in what degree that, or any other 
inclination ought to dye, it much 
imports what kills it ; becauſe that 
which doth ſo, ſucceeds into the 
dominion, and hath all che Pow- 
er in me which it before had. 
And ſurely no worſe thing can 


5 


rule over me, than a ſenſual Spi- 


| rit; that binds me down, and li- 


mits me to this ſpot of Earth, 


- and point of Time, Or it it pro- 


ceed - 


2. From a weak and childiſh dread 
of all futurity. As children appre- 
hend nothing but Bugbears, and 


| Hobgoblins, and frighttul Images, 
| and appearances inthe dark, This 


ill diſpoſition is very intimately 
conjunct with the former. When 
a ſenlual mind, finding it ſelf al- 
ready well entertained with the 
graufications of the preſent time , 
cleayes 
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= | 

cleaves to. it, and eyery thought 
of a change is' mortal. "Tis death 
to admir the apprehenſion” of a 
new Scene. Tis as true indeed, 
that the lame temper of mind, in 
more ungrateful, preſent circum- 
ſtances, runs all into diſcontent, and 
affefation of change ( as will be 
further ſhewn hereafter in the pro- 
per place;) Bur in this region of 
changes, 'tis moſt mmprudent, and 
mconzruous, to let the Mind be un- 
changeably fixt upon any external 
State, and poſture of things ; or ir- 
reconcilably averſe co any. Ir is be- 
coming, it 15s laudable and glori- 
ous, with a manly and a truly 
Chriſtian fortitude, to dare to face 
futurity how formidably ſoever any 


thing within the compas of time 


may look. For, certainly, ſo far as 
we, ought to be 'mortih'd to the 
knowledge of future things, it 

ought 
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ought to proceed from ſome bet- 
ter principle, than only our being 
afraid ro know them. 


Bur, that diſtemper of mind 


. which is now more principally to 


be noted and reproved, lies rather 
in the exceſse, "That therefore it 


| may be diſtinctly charaCteriz'd 


and underſtood, I ſhall endeavour 
to ſhew 


1. When this appetite of foreknowing 
the events of future time. is 
not to be thought exceſſive ; Or 
how far a dilpoſition to en- 
quire into ſuch matters is al- 


lowable and fir. 


2. When, by its exceſse, it doth 
degenerate into a diſtemper {0 
as to become the juſt martcer 
of reprehenſion a redreſle. 


1. There- 
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1. Therefore (on the Negative 
part) we. are not to think it dil- 
allowed us. Yea it cannot but be 
our duty, to have a well proporti- 
on'd deſire, of underſtanding fo 


much of future Event, as God hath 


thought fit to reveal in his Word, | 
As he- hath there foretol4 very great | 
things concerning the 5tzr2 of the | 
Chriſtian Church and intereit to | 
the end of the World. Which Pre- 


diftions it cannot be ſuppoſed, are 


made publick znd offered to our | 
view to be neglected and over- 
look't. Only we mult take care | 


that our endeavour to -underſtand 


them, and the time and labour we | 


-. employ thereia, be commenſurate 
to the Circumſtances of our Con- 
dition, to our ability and advan- 
tage for ſach more difficult dil- 
quilitions, and be duly proportioned 
between 


APPENDIX. 
berween them, and other things , 
that may be of equal, or greater 
moment to us: 


2. Nor, again, isit liable to ex: 
ception, it we only defire tro make 
a right uſe of other additional Indica- 


| tions, and Preſages allo. Whethet 
* they belong to the Moral, Na: 
| taural, or Political World, or (if 


| any ſuch ſhould be afforded ) to 


the more peculiar Sphzre of ex- 
traordinary and immediate Divine 


Revelation. 


Yeni A 


1: Ir is not only innocent ; but 
commendable to endeavour the 
making a due improvement of 
Moral Progneſiicks ; or to con{1der 
what we are to hope, or fear, from 
the increaſe and growth of Verwme; 
or Vice in the time wherem we 
live. And herein we may fitly 

L guide 
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guide our eſtimate, by what we 
find Promiſed, or Threatned, or 
Hiſtorically Recorded, in the Ho- 
ly Scriptures ( or other certain Hi-| | 
Kory ) in reference to like Caſes. | 
Only becaule God may ſometimes, 
Arbitrarily, vary his Methods, and| 
the expreſs Application of ſuch Pro- 
miles, Threatnings, and Hiſtories} 
to our times 1s not in Scripture, we}. 
ſhould not be too poſitive in ma-þ 


king it. 
2. The like may be ſaid of | 


ſuch unuſual Phenomena as fall our 
within the Sphere, but beſides the} 
common courle of Nature. As Co- 
mets, or whatever elle, is wont tof 
be reckon'd Portentous. "The To-F 
tal neglect of which things, I con- 
ceive, neither agrees with the Re-| 
ligious Revyerence which we owe to 
the Ruler of the World ; nor with 


COM: 
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common Reaſon and Prudence; 


It belongs not to DY preſent 
Deſign, 4s to Comets particularly, to 
diſcourſe the Philoſophy- of them. 
Their relation to our Earth, as - Me- 
teors raiſed from it, is a fancy that 
{eems deſervedly exploded ; But 
it ſeems to require great hardineſs 
to deny they bave any relation as 
tokens. Their diſtance from us may 
well argue the former. Burt, the 
conſtant Luminaries of Heaven, that 
in other kinds, continually ferve 
us, might by their diſtance ( moſt of 
them) be thought quite unrelated 
ro us as well as they. And it we 
ſhould ſuppoſe All, or Moſt, of 
thole muſual Lummaries primarily 
made for forme other nobler ule; 
that makes not the conſtant bene- 
hr we have by them le/s i it ſelf. 
The like may be thought of the 
L 3 vie 
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ule which theſe more extraordinary 
ones may be of to us, in a divers 


kind. That they ſhould cauſe what 


they are thought to ſignifie. I 
wn 3 wa not, nor am {olicitous 
how they are themſelves cauſed ; 
let that be as Naturally as can be 
ſuppoſed (of the rejected Effluva 


=o. A add Lanai. Ahn... 4 


of other Heavenly Bodies, or by | 


the never lo regular Collection of 


whatſoever other Celeſtial Mat- 


ter ) that hinders not thei bem 


ſtgns to us, more than the Natural 


cauſation of the Bow m the Clouds, 
though that, - being an appropriate 
Sign, for a determinate Purpoſe , its 
fignification cannot but be more 
certain. And, if we {ſhould erre 
in ſuppoling them to fignihe 
any thing of future Eyent to us, 
at all, and that Error only lead us 
into more leriouſnes; and a more 
prepared temper of Mind, for fuch 

| trouble 
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trouble as may be upon the Earth 
it will, ſure, be a lels dangerous 
Error, than that on the other hand 


would be, if we ſhould erre in think- 
ing them to ſ1gnihe nothing ; and be 


' thereby made the more ſupihe and 


ſecure, and more liable to be fur- 
priz'd by the Calamities that ſhall 
enſue; Beſides, that we ſhall be the 
leſs exculable, in departing from the 
Judgment of all former "Times and 
Ages, upon no certainty of being 
more in the right. And why 
ſhould we think ſuch things ſhould 
ſerve us for no other purpole, 
than only to gratihe our curioliry, 
or furniſh us with matter of won- 
der, invite us to gaze and admire ? 
When ( as an Ancient well obſerves) 


149 


Things known to all in the common Auguſt. dc 


Cicat. 


courſe of Nature are not leſs wonder- 1.21. c: 


ful, and would be amazing to all that. 


conſider them , if Men were not wont 
; L 3 to 
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to admire only things that are rare. 


It is neither fit, indeed , we 
ſhould be very particular, or con- 
fident , in our interpretations, and 


expectations upon ſuch occaſions ; | 


or let our Minds run out in exor- 
bitant emotions ( as will be fur- 
ther ſhewn in the poſitive account 
which is intended of this fort of 
Diſtemper.) Burt I conceive it is 
very lafe to ſuppoſe, that ſome 
very conſiderable thing , either in 
a way of Judgment, or Mercy 
may enſue; according as the cry of 
preſevermg wickednes or of penitential 
Prayer is more or lels loud at that 
time. 


3. There are, again, very 
ſtrange and extraordinary Aſpects 
of Providence that ſometimes of- 
fer themſelves ro our notice, # 

| the 
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the courſe of-. humane Aﬀairs, and m 
the Political World, where God pre- 


ſides over Rational and free A- 


gents. And thele allo muſt be 


| allowed to have their Significati- 
' on of what is likely to be Future. 


For, otherwiſe, it we were to rec- 


kon they impoxted nothing, either of 


” Good, or Evil ( fo much as Probas 
| ble) to be expected from them ; 


* we ſhould be to blame, if our 


| Minds ſhould admir any Dnpreſſion 


from them, either of Hope, or 


| Fear ( which both refer to the F4- 


ture ) though\.in never ſo mo- 


| derate a Degree. And ſhould be 


Obliged to put on an abſolute Stoi- 
cſm, in reference to whatſoever 
may occur beyond what humane 
Nature is capable of ; and which 
would have more in it of Stupidity , 
than Prudence, or any Humane, or 


Chriſtian Vertue. 


L 4 _. When, 
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When , therefore, the face of 


Providence feerms more manifeſt! 
threatning ; Clouds gather, all 
things conſpire to infer a common 


Calamity , and all Means and | 


Methods of Prevention, are from 
time, to-time, fruſtrated. It we, 


ſo far, allow our felyes to think | 


it approaching, as that we arc 
hercby excited to Prayer, Repen- 
tance, and the reforming our 
Lives; This ſure is better than a 
regardles drowlie f|umber. 


And again, it, in order to our 
Prelervation from a preſent utter 
xuine, there |.]] out, in a continu- 
al Succeſſion , many ſtrange and 
wonderful 'T hngs which we looked not 
for , without which we had been 
ſwallowed up quick; we be hereup- 
on encouraged unto trult, and de- 


pendance 
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pendance upon God, and the hope 
we {hall be preſerved from be- 
ing at lewgch quite deſtrozed whart- 
ever prelent Calamities may be- 
fal us; and be the more fortify'd 
in our reſolution not to forlake 
him, whatſoever ſhall. This ſeems 
no immodeſt or irrational con- 


' ſtruction and ule of luch Provi- 


dences. 


Yea, and at any time, when 
there is no wery extraordinary ap- 
pearance of a Divine hand in the 
conduct of Afﬀairs; it unbecomes 
us not to ule our Reaſon, and 
Prudence, in judging by their vt- 
ſible Poſture, and tendency, as they 
lie under Humane management , what 
is like'to enſue; upon {uppoſition 
the over-ruling Providence do not 


-interpoſe, to hinder, or alter their 


courle : (As we find they often 
' : (run 
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run on long, in one current, with- 
out any ſuch more remarkable In- 
terpoſition) only we @e to be 
very wary , leſt we be peremp- 
tory in concluding ; or put more va- 
lue thanis meer upon our own judg- 
ment ( as was noted: betore) both 


becauſe we know not when, or* 
how, a Divine hand may inter- | 


pole; and may be ignorant of 
many matters of Fact, upon 
which a true judgment 'of their 
Natural tendency may depend , and 
our ability to Judge , upon whar is 
in view, may be {ſhort and de- 
fedtive. Others that have more 
power, and can do more, may alſo 
have much more Prudence, and can 
dilcern better. Bur obſerving {uch 
limitations, 'tis ht we ſhould uſe, 
ro this purpoſe , that meaſure of 
Underſtanding which God hath 
given Us. In what part of the 


EE World 
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World ſoever he aſſigns us our 
Station, we are to conlider he 
hath made us reaſonable Creatures , 
and that we owe to him what 
intereſt we have, in the Countrey 
' where we live. And therefore, 
as we are not to affect the know- 


{ ledge which belongs not to us; So, 


* norare we to renounce the know- 
| ledge which we have; to aban- 
{ don our eyes, and be 1&4 on as 
Brutes or Blind-men. But to en- 
deavour, according as we have 
opportunity, to ſee where we are, 
| and whither we are going ; that 


we may know accordingly how 
to govern our Spirits; and aim to 
get 4 temper of mind ſuitable to 
what may be the State of our 
Caſe. And for ought we know, 
this may be all the Prophecy we 
ſhall have to guide us. As it 
was the celebrated ſaying of a 
| 7 Greek 
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Greek Poet, quoted by divers of 
the Sager Hearthens, He is the beſt 
Prophet that conjeftures beſt. Nor 


is it {o reaſonable to expect, that 
im plain caſes ( which do oxdinarily} 


happen.) God ſhould, by any ex-| 


traordnary means,>.give us notice of 
what is to fall our. 


4- But we are not, ſuddenly, 
to reject any premonitions of that 
kind, that appear to delerve our 


regard, if there be any ſuch. *Tis} 


indeed a part of Prudence not too 
haſtily to embrace, or lay much 
ſtrefle upon modern Prophecies. Burt 


that, becauſe God hath, of latter 
time, been more ſparing, as to ſuch 
communications; that therefore Pro- 
phecy is ſo abſolutely ceas'd, that he 
will, never more, give men inti- 
mations of his mind and purpo- 

ies 
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ſes that way. He hath never ſaid 
it. Nor can it be known by 
ordinary means. Therefore for 
har þ any tO lay it, were to pretend to 
| Prophely , even while they ſay 
'F Prophecy is ceas'd. 


The Superſtition of the vulgar 
Pagans was, indeed , greatly 1m- 
pos'd upon by the pretence of 
Divmation; but among their more 
ancient Philoſophers none ever de- 
Ti. | ny d the thing, except Xenophanes _ 

and Epicurus, as Cicero F and Plu- hat _ 


: * De Pla- 
& tarch * low us, and concerning ©; 5.1 


did it over, and over ; and, indeed, ;, "- 


dyaug ze, 
t well agreed with his Principles 727%. 
- | about the Deity to do ſo. Cicero ply 4 

OWN. 

himſelf, after large Diſcourſe upon viti Egic. 
L the Subject, leaves at laſt, the 
1C : 
matter doubtful according _- the 
mariner of the Accademy , which 


he 


| the latter, Laertius F. It ſeems he f pxflakd 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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he profeſſes to imitate. Yet 
cr Di. great Facher in the Chriſtia 
-5-£.9 Church, underſtands him to deny 
it, but, withal obſerves that he 


deny'd Gods preſcience too ( as one 


458 


might, indeed that he doubtedf 


it at leaſt ). in that Diſcourſe. 


Plato diſcourſes ' foberly of it, 


aſſerting, and dimuniſhing it, at once 


( as we ſhall afterwards have more 
occaſion to note ) The generalj 
ty were for it, as is evident, 
And indeed the many Monitor) 


Dreams related in Cicero's Books, 


\ 


upon that Subject, and by Plw 
tarch.in leveral parts of his works, 
ſhew that notices of things to come 
were not uncommon, among the 
Pagans; and in a way that ſeem'd 
more remarkable, and of more 
certain {ignihcation, than their ſo 
much boaſted Oracles, How they 
came 
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of came by them, from whom, or 
ian} upon whats account, we do not 
eny} Now enquire. Bur fince the mar- 
he ter. was really ſo, it ſeems no i- 
one credible thing, that ſome or other, 
ted} in the Chriſtian Church, even in 
' theſe latter - ages, ſhould, upon 
| betrer terms, partake ſomewhat of 
it ſome fuch a priviledge. Nor is 
ce,þ it difhcult ro produce many inſtan- Gm 
ore ces, within the latter Centuries, ©-4f 


; . 2 Scotland, 
ali-} that weuld encline. one to think and feveral 


: " 'y 
>nt.þ it hath been {o. GE 


ks, But wholoever ſhall pretend it, 
uf I fee not what right they can 
ks, | .claim to be believed by others, rill 
me | the event juſtihe the Prediction. 
the | Unles they can, otherwiſe , ſhew 
a'd | the ſigns which are wont to ac- 


Ore | company, and recommend a /uper- 
ſo | natural revelation. 


ne | Where 


a” 
; 60 
. . 


APPENDIS. 
woke: ctrl 

Vhere. any, ſuch is reallycafforded, 

1s the 3t may produce. a conco- 

mitant \confdence, that will ex: 

clude all preſent. doubt in their 


own minds, without external con: | 
firmation. Bur then, as the Apo: | 
le ſpeaks in another caſe, if they | 
have faith, they muſt have it to them: | 


ſelves. They can never deſcribe 


their confidence to another, ſo as 


co diſtinguiſh it from the impreſſi-.| 


on of a meer groundles ( and of- 
ten deluded ) imagination. 


Nor are others to grudge at it, 
if ſome, particular perſons, be, in 
in this or that inſtance priviledg- 
ed with ſo peculiar a divine fa- 
vour, as to have ſecret Monitions of 
any danger approaching them, 
that they may avoid it, or direct 
on concerning their own private 

affairs, 
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affairs,which none elſe are concern'd: 
ro take cogniſance of. Bur, it the 


matter. be of common concern- 
ment, the ' concurrence of things 


is to be noted; arid a greater re- 


ard will ſeem to be challenged; 


| if ſeveral of theſe mentioned mdicas 
tions do fall in together, 


As, ſuppoſing a gradual forego- 
ins languor, and degeneracy - of 
Relizion, in the ſeveral parts of 
the Chriſtian World, And Chriſtianty 
( with the ſeveral profeſſions, which 
it comprehends ) looks lefſe like 
a Religion; or a thing that hath 
any reference, to God, But rathet, 
thar men have thought fit to make 
ule of this or that Various mode of 
it, as a mark of civil diſtinftion, tn- 
der which to form and mite them- 
ſelves into oppoſite parties, for 
the lervins of ſecular mtereſts and 
| M 


deſigns, 


ny 
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defigns. It, generally, makes no 
better men than Paganiſm. A Spirit 
of Atheiſm, protanenes, and contempr 
of the Deity, and of all things ſacred, 
more openly ſhews and ayows it 
ſelf, than perhaps, . heretofore, in 
any Pagan Nation. And not in aÞ 
time of grofſe darknes, ſuch as for-F 
merly, for {everal ages, had ſpread | 
it (elf over the whole face of theF 
Chriſtian Church; but in a time of 
very clear and bright light. WorleF 
and more borrid Principles, even inf 


the ancient ſenſe of mankind, ap-F 


parently deſtructive of common or: | 
der, and of all humane Society, 
are inſerted into the Religion of Chr- 
ſtians; and obtain with them that 
have, in great part, obtained the 
power in the Chriſtian World , and 
would wholly ingrofle the Chriſti- 
an name. Better Principles, in 
others, are mefficacious and ſignifie 
nothing 
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nothing, too- generally, to the go- 
verning of their lives and practice. 
Men are let loole to all imagi- 
nable wickednes, as much as if 
they were not Chriſtians, and many 
( Viz, that more vaſtly numerous 
and bulky party ) the more for that 
they are ſo. Yea, and not let looſe, 
only ; but obliged, by their very prin- 
ciples, to thoſe peculiar acts, and 
kinds of Wickednes, and violence, 
which directly tend ro turn Chrt- 


ſtendome into an Aceldama, and in- 


yolve the Chriſtian World in ruine 
and confuſion. When multitudes 
ſtand, as it were, prepared, and 
in a ready poſture, to execute 
ſuch vengeance, as is highly de- 
ſerved by others, and make Judg- 
ment begin at ( that which our 
Profeſſion obliges us rather to ac- 
count ) the houſe of God ( to rebound 
afterward, with greater terror and 


M 2 de- 
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deſtruftivenes upon themlelveswho 


began it. ) 


If now ſome eminent Servant 
| of God, much noted, and of great 


remark, .for Knowledge, Wiſdom, and | 
Sanflity, remote from all ſuſpicion | 
of levity, or finifter deſign, ſhall | 
have very expreſly foretold ſuch | 
a time and State of things as this, | 


and what will be conſequent there- 


upon ; and with great earneſtnes | 


and vehemency inculcated the pre- 
monition. And if, in ſuch a time, 


God ſhall fer again and again a | 
monitory Torch, high and flammg m | 
the Heavens over our heads; Me- | 


thinks it doth not /avour well to 


make light account of it, or think |} 


it {1gnifhes nothing, 


For ( to ſpeak indeed, as him- 
{elt doth allow and teach us to 
cons 


| APPENDIX. 
conceive. ) The Majeſty of God doth 


in ſuch concurrent appearances ſeem 
more Auguſt. His hand is lift up, 
and he doth as it were accingere /e, 
prepare, and addreſle himlelf to 
ation, raiſe himſelf up in his holy ha- 
bitation, Zech. 2. 13. whereupon, 
all fleſh is required to be | ſilent before 


' him. '| A poſture both of reverence, 
| In relpect of what he hath already 


done ; and of expeftation, as to 
what he may further be about to 
do. 


And of what import or ſignificas 
tion ſoever, ſuch things, in their con- 
currence, may be to us, it ſurely 
ought to be attended to, and re- 
ceived with great feriouſnes, yea, 
and with thankfulnes. Eſpecially, 
if there be ground to hope well 
concerning, the iſſue (as there will 
alwaies be to them thar fear God ) 
M 3 and 
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and we can ſee the better,” what ſpe- 
cial fort, and kind of duty, we are, 
more peculiarly, to apply our ſelves 
to, in the mean time. 


And whereas we know a Mind 
and Wiſdom, governs all affairs and 
events theeugh the whole univerſe. 
It is fit we {hould meet Mind with 
Mind, Wiſdom with Wiſdom. That, 
on our part, an obſequions , docile 
mind ſhould advert to, and wait 
upon that Supream, all-ruling, divine 
mind, in all the appearances, where- 
in it looks forth upon us. And, 
with a duriful veneration, cry 
hail to every radiation of that ho- 
ly light. Accounting, whatever it 
imports, it opportunely viſits the 
darknes wherein we converſe, and 
ſhould be-as gratetully received 
as the Sun, peeping through a 
Cloud, by one trayelling in a dusky 
day. 
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day. His is the teaching Wiſdom. It 
is well. for us if we cat be Wiſe 
enough to leam; And unto that, | 


there is a Wiſdom requiſite allo, \ 
Who fo is wiſe, and Wull obſerve theſe wy I07 


| things, even they ſhall underſtand the = 
| loving kindnes of the Lord. And again, 
| T1 will inſtruft thee, and teach thee P32. 
| m the way which thou ſhalt g0; 1 


will guide thee with mie eye ; which 
umplies our ee muſt diligently mark 
his, and that ( as it follows ) we 
be not as the Horſe or Mule that 
have no underſtanding, 8c. 


Verſe 9. 


And whereas, all the works of 
God, even thoſe that are of every 
dajes oblervation, do ſome way or 
other repreſent God to us; and 
ſhould conſtantly ſuggeſt unto us 
ſerious thoughts of him ; T hoſe that 
are more extraordinary, ought the 
more deeply to impreſſe our minds. 


M 4 And 
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And excite in us thoſe higher acts 
of 'a Religious affeftion, which 
the circumſtacces of our preſent 
State admit not that they can be 


conſtant .in the lame degree. As | 


though Subjects ought alwates to 
bear a loyal . mind towards their 
Prince upon ſuch greater - occaſions, 
when he ſhews himlelf in /olemn 
fate , tis becoming, there be corre- 
ſpondent acts of more ſolemn ho- 


Mage. 


But upon the whole, fince all 
the certain knowledoe we can have 
of ſuch futurities as naturally , and 
mn themſelves axe not certain, muſt be 
by Gods own revelation only ; and all 
probable preapprebenſuon of them, by 


the uſe of our own reaſon and pri 


dence, upon any other apt Media 


that occur to us. While we can 
confine our defjre of ſeeing into 
the 


thi 
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the future within theſe limits, ir 
will, be juſt. and innocent. And 


therefore we may now goon. 


IL, To the poſitive diſcovery where- 
in this appetite is mordinate . and de- 
generates into a diſtemper of rind. 


? 
And it may, in general, be col- 


leted from what hath been' now 


laid, Viz, that when we remain unſatis- 
fyed, with what God is pleaſed to re- 
veal about” ſuch things; and with 
what a well -govern'd prudence, can 
any other way diſcern ; and have 
an itch and hankering of mind, after 
other prognoſticks, that lye not with- 
in this compas, and are no fro- 
fer objetts either for our Faith or 
our Reaſon, This is the diſtemper 


we are to get redreſt, and are | 


concern'd to take heed leſt we in- 


dulge or cheriſh, 
And 
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And that we may yet be ſons 
what more diſtm& in ' making this 
diſcovery. Theſe that follow, will 
be plain indications, that our mqui- 
ſitivenes and thirſt after the know: 


ledge of future things is a diſtem- | 
r of mind, and ought to be con- | 
{idered, and dealt with according- | 


ly. As, 


1. If it be accompanied with diſcon- 
text, and a faſtidious loathing of 
our preſent Lot and portion in the 
World. Which is ſo much the 
worle if when our affectation and 
delire of change, proceeds really, 
and at the bottom from private ſelf- 
reſpeft; we endeavour to delude 
others, or flatter our ſelves into 
2 belief that *tis only the publick 
good we are intent upon, and the 
better ſtate of Gods intereſt in 
| the 
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the World. And worſt of all, if 
our. deſires be turbulent , vindiftive, 
and bloody, i. e. If not only they 
are ſo fervent towards our own 
hoped advantages, that , we care 


' not through what publick confuli- 


—_ 


- Þ ons, and calamities our private ends 
- | be promoted and carryed on; but 


ſhould like it the better to fee at 
the ſame time our hearts deſire up- 
on them we have allowed our 
ſelves to hate ; yea, though it be 
never ſo true that they hate us, and 
have been injurious to us. "Thus 
with the Study and deſire of a new 
State . of things ,. which in ir felf 
may be, in ſome caſes, Innocent ; 
and, limited ro due Methods and 
Degrees of the delired Change, 
not only innocent but a duty ( for 
there is no State of things in 
this World ſo good, but being 
ſtill imperfe&tly lo, we ought to 


delire 
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deſire it were better ) a two-ſ 
fold vicious Appetite may fall in, 
that of Avarice, and Revenge, of 
good to our ſelves beyond what 
comes to our ſhare ; and of hurt toÞ © 
other Men. Which complicated þ 
Diſeaſe muſt taint and infect every} ® 
Thought,and Look that: is directed for: | ** 


an 
ſu 
ne 
Or 


ward towards a better ſtate of things Y 
If this be the- caſe, it muſt be . 
great negligence and indulgence | ' 
ro our elves not to diſcern it. | 
For the -incoherence and ill agree- q 
ment of what is real, and what i | * | 
pretended would ſoon appear to 
one not willing to be miſtaken. ' 
Sincere devotednels to God and 
his Intereſt, would be alwayes 


placential Faith in his Governing 
Wiſdom - and Power , and entire re- 
hgnment of our (elves and all his 
| and 


moſt - conjun&t with that com- 
| 
| 


NO- 
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and our own concerns to his plea- 
ſure and goodnes, that we will ne- 


of | never think his procedure too ſlow ; 


or ſuſpect him of, neglecting hs 
own Intereſt; or of that which be 
judges ( and which therefore is, 
molt truly) ours. And it is ever 


 accompany'd with that placid Be» 
| nignity, and wiiverſal Love to other 


Men ( Enemies themſelves being 
by the known Rules of the Go- 
ſpel included) as that we would 
not wiſh their leaſt mury, for our 
own greateſt advantage. And 
ſhould molt earneſtly wiſh, thar, 
it God ſee good, the advantage of 
bis Intereſt in the World , might 
be ſo carry'd on as to compre- 
hend and take in therewith , their 
greateſt Advantage alſo. And if 
we ſhould ' ſee cauſe to appre- 
hend it may fall out to be ©o- 


therwile. That , ſurely, ought to 
be 
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be our temper, which the Pro. 
phet expreſſes ( and appeals to 
God concerning it.) upon a very 
frightful proſpe&t of things | | 
Firm. 17- rye not deſired the woful day 0 
Lord thou knoweſt | So remote it 
ſhould be from us to preſs for: 
ward with a ravenous, cruel Eye 
towards a Tragical bloody Scene 
Or to accuſe the Divine patience 
which we ſhould adore, and 


( perhaps, as much as any others) 


do allo need. 

2. If there be a oreater inclination 
to look forward mto the future things 
of Time than thoſe of Eternity. If 
in the former we find a Con-natu- 
ralnes, and they ſeem moſt agree- 
able to us. 'Theſe other are Taſte: 
les, and without Sap and Savour. 
If ic would be a great and ſenl!- 


gle Conſolation, ro be affured , 


fuch 


Kc 
he 


3 
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ſuch a ſtate of thngs as we would 
chuſe , ſhall very ſhonly obtain. 
Bur to think of a State approaching, 
!Þ wherein all things ſhall be per- 
0] feftly and unexceptionably well for ever, 
if is -but cold comfort. - Bleſſed 
| God ! What a mortal Token is 
yeſ this? Do we apprehend nothing 
ie | of Diſtemper init? Do we ſee 
eh our ſelves the Men of Time ( as 
df} the Hebrew expreſſes what we 
;)| read Men of this World ) and do zur, 
| not our Hearts miſgive at the 
thought? How little likely is ic 
of} we are deſfign'd for that Bleſſed 
o5 | Eternity to which our Spirits 
If | are fo little ſuitable? When, as 
4. | "tis ſaid of them. that are for the 
>. | State wherein Mortality ſhall be : ar. 5 
>. | ſwallowed up. of Life , that He that * * 
{ | hath wrought them for that ſelf ſame 
i- | thing is God? Can the felicilty 
of Heayen belong to them that 
-- -— P_ 
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valite it nor as their beſt yood ? 
but court a Terreſtrial Paradiſe of 


their own deviſing better ? 


3+ If we be ſo intent upon this of 
that future Event , -as that hereby the 
due impreſſion is worn. off , of much 
greater and more important things that 
are already paſt. What ſo great 
things have we to expett in onr 
time, as we know have come to 
paſs in former Time* What fo great, 
as that the Son of God came down 
into ow World! Did put on Man! 
Livd a Lifes-time aniong us 
Mortals ! Breath'd every where 
heavenly Love , and Grace, and 
Sweetnes ; and with theſe - grate- 
ful "Odours perfum'd this noy- 


ſome impure, forlorn , Region of 
Darkneſs and Death! Dyd a 
Sacrihce for Sinners | And ovyer- 


came Death ! Afcended'* m 
Triumph 
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Triumph to the Throne of God, 
fate down on the right hand of 


the Majefty on high! What /o 1 Tims g 
great as the myfterie of Godlines, that 


God was manifeſted in the fleſh, juſti- 
fd mtheS x4 of puling Wh. 
ed unto the Gentiles , believed on im 
the World, received up mto Glory ! 
Are any of thoſe little futurities, 
whereof we have but an wicertam 
expeFlation, fit to be compared with 
theſe thngs which we certainly know 
to have come to paſſe * Or have we 
any thing ſo important, and great 
to fix our eye upon, as a Redeem- 
er now in his exaltation? Inveſted 
with all Power mn Heaven and Earth, 
to whom every knee muſt bow , and 
every tongue confeſſe ! The Avbiter 
of Life and Death to men! who 
hach eftabliſhc ſo admirable a 
frarge of Religion for the reducti- 

N ore 


n me 
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on of Apoſtate man ! made ir 
triumph over the obſtinate inhde: 
lity of the Jews, and the Idolatry 
of the Gentile Worla! And what 
the glorious iſſue of his Admini- 


{tration will be, we already know ; | 
and are not left about it to fſul-F 
pencefull dubious enquiry. Norþ| 


do need a more certain Revelation 


than we have. Is all this to be 


wavy'd and overlook'd ? while we 
ſtand at a gaze, expecting what | 


ſhall be the height of the French 
Monarchy, or the tate of the Dutch 
Republick, or of this or that parti- 
cular perlon, now upon the Stage ! 
It muſt ſurely be an ill Symp- 
tom, and an indication of a fick- 


ly mind, when things have all 


their value and regard with us, 
not as they are great, but as they 
are new. And are only conſ1dera- 


ble 
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ble to us, becauſe they are et 
future and unknown: 


4. If we more earneſtly copet to 
foreknow the approach of an exter- 
nal State of things that would be 
better, in our account, ' than to feel 
the 200 effect upon our Spirits, of 
One. that we take to be worſe , and 
that is externally afflifkive to us. © This 
excludes the apprehenſion of a wi/e 
Providence , governing the World j 
Thar purſues a deſign in . what it 
doth or permits. As ; if we thought 
God did afflict us for afflictions 
ſake, as more intending, therein , 
bis own pleaſure than ow profit. 
Or as if we would impute a le- 
vity to Providence, and reckon'd 
it inconſtant, and delultory, even 
beneath the ordinary Prudence of 


2 man. "That it might forget and 
'N 2 do- 


— CCS —— 


1 Sam. 3» 
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Job'35.21, ty rather than affli&tion. 
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deſiſt, and .would not drive on a 
delig'1 to an iſſue. 
trary to what God tells El by 
Samuel ) when he began, he nll” 
divert and alter his courſe , before 
he made an end. Or it implies, we 
place our felicity in {ſomewhat 
without us, more than in a good 


habir and temper of Spirit within, | 
Whereas, ſurely things are much | 


amiſle with us, if we do. not ac- 


Or that ( con- Þ 


ti ate. as ts hs te 


—_— 


count that a mortifyld Heart , to- 
wards whatſoever is temporary and 
terrene, is a thoulandfold more de- 
firable than the beſt external State 
of things that is ever to be en- 
joy 'd under the Sun. As calami- 


tous as the condition of Job was, | 


it had been a worle evil than any 
he ſuffered; If that cenſure of 
him were true, that he choſe imiqui- 


Or if that 
were 
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were not true, which he ſeems to 
intimate 'concerning himlſelt, that 
he was lefle intent upon a pre- 
ſent releaſe from the Furnace, 


than, at length to come out like job.23.10. 


Gold. 


5. If the other parts of Scripture 
be leſſe ſavoury to -us (than the Pros 
phetical.”” And eſpecially when theſe 
are "of more grateful Savour than 
the preceptive part. This is of great 
afhnity . with the foregoing Cha- 
rater. For the precepts in Gods 
Word, deſcribe to us that excellent 
frame of Spirit, which AMictions 
are 'de{ign'd' (as one ſort of means ) 
more deeply to impreſſe. And what 
there is of ill Charafter, here, lies 
in this, when any thing is of 
oreater value than that comely, 
amiable, well complexion'd cem- 


N 3 per 
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per of Spirit. And ſurely it lefle 


concerns us, What God will do with: | 
out 1s, than , what he will have w| 


do, and be, our ſelves, Ir 4s an ill 


circumſtance with a- diſeaſed per- | 


ſon, when he hath lefle inclina- 
tion to ſuch things as tends to 


bring him to a confirmed. habit of | 


health, than ſuch as more. ſ{erye to 


nouriſh his Diſeaſe. And whereas | 


' Quicquid recipitur -—— ad modum re- 
cipientis, There 1s little doubt, hut, 
where this diſtemper, we are 
ſpeaking of, prevails; men may 
be _ inclined to make that 
ule, &yen of Scripture Prophecies 
as to feed their diſtemper. When 
they can reliſh and allow them- 
ſelves ro mind no other parts of 
the Bible. 'When they take more 
pleaſure to be converſant in theſe 
eſcurer things, than thoſe that 

are 


— 
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are plam, and concern us more, 
( as God hath mercifully provi- 


| ded that ſuch things, in his Word, 
| ſhould be plaineſt, that are of 
_ | greateſt concernment to us, ) And 


' they perhaps, neither have the 


requiſite helps, nor the ability, 
with them to maſter the obſcu- 


rity. When our prepoſleſt Fancy 


| muſt be the Interpreter. And we 


will make the Prophecy ſpeak 
what it never meant. Draw it 
down to the little particulan- 
ties ol the time and place where- 
in we live. And are peremptory 
in our applications, and ſo conh- 
dent, till we find our {elves miſta- 
ken, that, when we do, we be- 
gin to ſuſpe&t the Bible. As it 
Divine truths, and our attachments 
to them, muſt ſtand and fall to- 


gether. 
N 4 6. And 
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6. And laſtly) When we heve-as 
undue regard to unſcriptural Prophe- 
cies. Which we may be_ſuppoſed 


ro have, if we either much ſearch af- | 


ter them; or give haſty credit to them 
without ſear ch. 


1. If we much ſearch after them, 
As, weak and ſickly Appetites are 


wont to do for rarities and no- | 


velties, we are not content with 
what occurs, nor with our own 
allotment, and Gods ordinary dil- 
penlation, it things of that kind 
Occur not, but purvey, and liſten 
out after them. As if we had 
not conliderable things enough, 
both for our employment, and our 


entertainment and gratification be- 
I1des, 


> 
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2, If we believe them without 
ſearch, only -becaule they ſeem 
to! {peak according to our Mind. 
Imbibe all things, of that import, 


| promiſcuouſly and orl4the ſudden , 


| without - examining the matter. 


The Simple - believeth every word. 
'Tis the buſineſs of judgment, to 
diſtinguiſh and diſcern. We there- 


| fore call it diſcretion. It totally 


fails, when we can find no Me- 
dum , between believing every 
thing, and nothing. Some things 
indeed of this pretence , are ſo ap- 
parently idle, and ridiculous, - that 
it will become a: Prudent Man 
to reject them at the firſt ſight. 
Some may perhaps, partly from 
the Matter, or partly from the 
Perlqn, and other concurring cir- 
cum- 


Prov. 144 
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cumſtances , have ſuch an aj- 
pearance , ' as ought to ſtay tour 
Minds upon them, -.detain'us a 
while, and hold us in ſome fu- 
ſpence, while we conſider and 


examine ' whether any further re: 


gard 1s to be given-:them or no. | 


_ "Tis @ very diltemper'd, ravenous 

Appetitegthat ſwallowes all /it- can 
catch without choice 5 that: allowes 
no leaſure to diſtinguiſh between 
what- is ſuitable, or fit for now 
riſhment ., and what is -either 
NOX1QUs, 'Or vain. 


I. And now for the Cure of 'this 
Diſtemper. We are to conſider 
the Nature of the things the Fore-know: 
ledge whereof we lo earneſtly af- 
fect. And we find they are not 
ſuch futurities as have their certain 
| Caules 


i 
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ap- Cauſes m Nature. As when the 


Our 


Sun will riſe and ſet ; or be nearer 
uw or remoter; when there will be 
an Eclipſe, &c. Theſe are not the 
things which will latishe this Ap- 


*| petite. But meer contingencies that 


depend upon free and arbitrary 
Caules, 4. e, eſpecially, upon the 
Mmd and Will of Man; as it is 
under the direction of the Su- 
pream , and all-goverumng Mind. 
And again, we are to conſider 
the Nature of the Knowledge we 
covet, of thele things, viz, that 
ir is not conjettural ( which indeed 
were not Knowledge ) - but we 
would be 'at a certamty about 
them. 


S 
Now hereupon we are further 
to conſider , that there is no rea# 


ſonable 
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ſonable Appetite which we may not 
ſeek to have gratify'd in ſome apt 
and proper way, 1. e. By mean; 
that are both lawful, and likely to 
attain our end. 


In the preſent caſe, we can 
think of. no courſe to be taken for 
the obtaining of this K nowledgy 
(even giving the greateſt ſcope 
and latitude ro our Thoughts) 
but it muſt ſuppoſe one - of theſe 
ewo things; Either that we look 
upon. it asan ordinary gift to be ac- 
quir'd- by our own endeavours 
i.e, by Art and Induſtry , and the 
uſe of Natural Means and helps, 
whereby ns our Natures 
may be heightn'd, and improved 
to this pitch, Or elſe that we rec- 
kon it an extraordinary immediate 


gift 


gf 
it 
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gift of God; fo that if we affe&t 


it, we have no courle to take 
but ro ſeek it at his hands by 
Prayer; either that God would 
confer it upon our ſelves, or upon 
lome others, by whom we may 


be inform'd. 


And we are now to bethink 
our ſelves, what encouragement or 
allowance we can ſuppoſe is given 
us to ſeek it either of theſe wayes. 
For, if we can eek it in nei- 
ther of thele, we muſt be oblig'd 
either to Aſſign a T hid ( as we 
never can) or abandon it as an 
unreaſonable , and vicious Ap- 
petite ; the ſatisfaction whereof is 
no way to be {o much as atrempred, 
or ſought afrer. And now 


1. As to the former of theſe 


wayes 
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wayes. There is nothing more tof gif 


be deſpair'd of , The very at-Þ Kr 
tempt being both fooliſh, and in| th: 
pious; Both moſt impoſſible, and wl 


wilawful. th 


it. *Tis plainly an impoſſible at: | w 
tempt. For what Natural means, | (c 
what rules of Art, can give us| to 
the Knowledge of ſuch futurities | v 
as we are ſpeaking of? or im-f b 
prove our . natural faculties tro it? | uv 
'Tis a Knowledge quite of ano- Þ \ 
ther kind, and Alien to our ÞÞ fi 
Natures. For beſides the notices 


: 
we have of things by ſenſe, which | t 
| 
| 


is limited wholly to things preſent , 
as its Object, and our Know- 
ledge of Fiſt, and ſelf-evident 
Principles ( from which how re- 
mote are the future contmgencies we 
now ſpeak of ?) We haveno ima- 


ginable 
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ginable way of coming by the 
Knowledge of any thing, otherwiſe 
than by reaſoning and diſcourſe, 
which {uppoſes a natural Conneftion of 
things. Whereupon, when we have 
fure hold of one end of the Thred, 
we can proceed by it, and lead our 
ſelves on,by ſuch things as we know 
to other things we know not. Bur 


| what-ſuch natural Conneftion is there, 


between any preſent thing . known to 
us, and this ſort of tuture things ? 
Which, for the moſt part, are 
ſuch as muſt be brought abour , 
by the concurrence of great Mul- 
titudes of free Agents, who may 
be oppoled by as great, and pre- 
vented 'of accompliſhing whar 
they deſign'd, though their Minds 
were never ſo conſtantly intent 
upon the deſign. But we have 


no 
\ 
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no way to know with: certainty the 
preſent Minds of fo many Men, A 
nor of any Man art all, by im-f| af 
mediate | inſpe&tion ; or other-| W 
wiſe, than as we may collect, by | {u 
the former -ſeries of his a&tions | W 
or profeſſions. Wherein Men} Þ 
may deceive the moſt quick-Þ ” 
ſighted, and really intend other- | 
wiſe , that they ſeem, Much lek | % 
do we know that ſo mutable a | C 
thing as the Mind of Man is, © 
will not alter, and eſpecially, of ſo © 
many Men. And their condition Þ V 
and outward circumſtances may I[*t 
alter, if not their Minds. Whar 
can be certain in ſuch; a Region 


h 

J 

of changes, where the effecting of | © 
c 

| 


purpoſes depends upon the Body, 
as well as the Mind;and many exter- 
nal aids and helps beſides ? And 


where 
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where all are ſubject to ſo many 
Accidents, ro Maimes, Sickneſles, 
and Deaths ? Nay who .can tell 
| what his own mind ſhall be hereafter, 
| ſuppoſing any ſuch fucurity to be 
-within his own Power, or that 
his Power ſhall be the ſame, if bis 
mind ſhould not change. And adde, 
- | what is-more then all the reſt,who 1g, ;-. 
| knoweth the mind of God, or being his 
Counſellor hath taught bim > Who can 
tell what he will do ? Or enable, 
-or permit men to do ? What e- 
vent could ever have been 
thought more certain , before- 
hand, than the deſtruction of the 
Jews by Hamans means ? And who 
could ever haye foreſeen a few 
days, or hours before, that he 
ſhould be hanged on the Gallows 
he prepared for Mordecai, Who 
can ever think or hope, to mea- 
ſure that boundleſs range, and la- 
| O titude, 


Rom. 1 1- 
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titude, wherein infinite Wiſdom 


and Power may work this way or 
thar 2 Or, within that vaſt and 
immenſe Scope z who can be able 
ro predict what way God will | 
take? Or what he will do, or| 
not do ? When all humane con- 
trrivance and forecaſt is at an end, Þ 
{till more ways lye open to him. 
Or his Power can make more,and | 
break its way through wharſoe: 
ver obſtruftions. We know mt 


2 Chron. 


what to dg (ſays Jehoſhaphat 


in his 


diſtreſs) but our eyes are upon thee. 
A duritul confeſſion of the limited- 
neſs of bumane Wit, and Power, and 
of the unlimitedneſs of the Divine, 
both at once! To offer at com- 
prehending his profound deſigns, 
and abſtrule methods only ſhews 
how lictle we underftand our 
ſelves, or him. Our own ſcant 


meafure , 'or his tminenſity. 


4 


We 
might 
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might better attempt to Tound 
the Ocean with our | 2ht or ga- 
ther ic into the hollow of our 
hand. It were happy for us, it 
our confeſſed ignorance might 
end in Adoration ; And that the 
ſence of our hearts were ſuch as 
the Apoſtles words would aptly 
expreſs. Rom. 11. 33. 0 the depth 
of the riches both of the Wiſdom and 
Knowledge of God ! How unſearcha- 
ble are bus Judgements, and bis ways 
paſt finding out. Such as affect to 
be wiſer, but not ſo pious, and go 
about to form Models, and Ideas 
for the future, apart from him; how 
often doth their great Wit only 
ſerve to expole their Folly ! And 
make them the ſport of Fortune(as 
ſome would call it) we may lay 
rather, of that Wiſe and Righteous 
Providenee , that delights to tri- 
umph oyer' baffled infolence ? 

O 2 (for 
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(for ludit im humanis, &c.) and de- 
ride a confidence that is founded 
only in proud impotency ! He 
that fits in the Heavens laughs the 
moſt High hath them m deriſion, 
How often are the wileſt Politi- 
cians diſappointed and deſpiſed ! 
All their meaſures broken! Their 
Models ſhatter'd and diſcompos'd! 
And all their Fabricks overturn'd 
in a moment ! So remote is hu- 
mane Wit, at the utmoſt ſtretch, 
from any certainty, about the fu- 
turities we {peak of, 


—. And if any imagine it may be 


help't to foreſee, by ſome art or 0+ 
ther ; or by rules framed and col- 
leted upon former experience ; 
according whereto Judgments 
are ſaid heretofore to have been 
happily made, of what would 


come to paſle. 
Ic 
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It is not here intended to exa- 
mine the ſeveral ' ways that have 
been taken, and truſted in,for this 
purpoſe : Thar they are all ſuch 
as have been, and are, much dil- 
puted, if they were not with mas 
nifeſt eyidence diſproy'd, would 
argue 'the fore-knowledge of 
things not likely to be very certam, 
that muſt be had by Arts, and 
Rules that are themſelves, uncer- 
rain. 


How much hath been ſaid (an- 
tiently, and of late) to diſcover 
the vanity of that ſort of Aſtrology 
that relates to the futurities we 
have under conſideration ! Such 
as have a mind may view what 1s 
written to that purpoſe, and may 
ſave themſelves much yain labour 
by peruſing the Learned Dr. 
More's late Tetra&ys, and what it 

O 3 re- 
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refers to in his Myſtery of Godli- 
neſs. pd 


Have we heard of none of our 
later pretenders this way , that 
have incurred the like fate with 
that Wiſe man of Greece, that was 
laugh at by a filly Girle (as La- 
ertius tells us). for ſo long gazing 
upon the Stars (though perhaps 
upon a better account ) till at 
length, in his walk, he tell into a 
Ditch. That he minded ſo much 
what was over his Head, that he 
took no notice What Was at bis 


beet ! 


And for the ancient Augury of 
the Pagans, in the ſeveral forts of 
it, how much was it had in con- 
tempt by the Wiſer among them- 
felves. Infomuch that One of 
them ſays, he wonder'd how they 

could 
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could look upon 'Qne another, and not 
laugh. As who would not, thar 
ſuch ſtrange things ſhayld he fore- 
ſhewn by the flymg, or the ſong- 
ing, or the feeding of Birds ! 


Their uſual Harufpicy was as 
Wife, and as much regarded by 
ſome greater minds among them. 
As Alexander that reprov'd and 
jeer'd the impertinency of his 
Sooth-ſayer that would have with- 
held him from action, upon the 
pretence of ſome ill Omen he had 
oblerv'd in the intrals ; telling 
him that he would ſurely think be 
Were impertinent, and troubleſome if be 
ſhould go about to interrugg him im his 
employment, when he was buſie view 
ing bis ſacrifice, and as'kt him,when 
he prelt furcher, what greater impe- 
diment a man could have, that had 
great things before his eyes, than a dot - 

O 4 me 
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ting ſuperſtitioas Fortune teller ? 
And where there was not fo 
.much Wiſdom and Fortitude, as to 
defpiſe ſuch fooleries, how ludi- 
crous was it that great and momen- 
tors affairs were to be govern d by 
them ! That a General was not to 
March an Army or fight a Batcel, 
bur farſt ſuch obſervation mult be 
had of the flight of Birds, and the 
intralls of Beaſts ! Or other things, 


" as idle as they, as the Whirimgs, 


Rollings, and noiſe of Rivers , the 
change of the Moon, &c. Upon 
which in Germany (as is obſerv'd) 
when Ceſar had invaded jt, their 
preſaging Women were to be conſult- 
before it was thought fit to give 
him Bartel. Beſides, what was 
not leſs van, but more horrid, pre- 
ſaging upon the convuls't members, 
and the flowing Blood, of a man 
ſlain for che purpoſe. Nay and 

x the 
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the exceſs of this deſire hath temp- 
red ſome, to try the blacker pra- 
Riſes of Necromancy, or what 
might be gained to ſatisfie and pleaſe 
it, by converſe with departed Souls ; 

or what if it be other familiar ICs 
rits 2 We here conſider the Folly of 
ſuch courſes, apart from the Impie- 
ty. As what reaſon have we upon 
which to apprehend, that they 
can aſcertain us, or be, ordinarily, 
certain themſelves of ſuch fururicies 
as we ſpeak of ? But allo the 
thought of any ſuch courle we are 
to preſume is horrid to the minds of 
ſerious Chriſtians. Unto whom, 

what we find in the Holy Scriptures, 
concerning any ſuch ways of pre- 
laging, as have been mentioned, 

ſhould, merhinks, be enough, to 
form their Spirits both to the hu- 
tred, and the contempt of them, 


and, by conſequence, of the prin- 
ciple 
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ciple it ſelf (this vain. appetite) that 
leads unto them, and hath capyj- 
vated whole Nations into fo miſe: 
I. 44, Table deluſion by them. Thw 
25 faiththe Lord thy Redeemer, that fry 
ftrateth the tokens of the Liars, and 
maketh Diviners mad, that turneth the 
wiſe men backward, and maketh they 
c. 47-13, knowledge fooliſh. Thon art wearied 
+ in the multitude of thy Counſels : La 
now the Aſtrologers, the Star-gazers, 
the monthly prognoſticators ſtand up, 
and ſave thee from theſe things that 
ſhall come upon thee. Behold they ſhall 
be as ſtubble, the Fire ſhall burn them ; 
they fhall not deliver themſelves from 
the Flame, &c. (See alſo 1/a.8.19, 
20. Dan. 2. 27. 
And though it be true that God 
bath often given premonitions of fu- 
ture things, by dream (which is a 
matter that belongs not to this 


head) yet the Rules that are given, 
by 
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by ſome Learned men, for the inter- 


the things expreſly, pretended to be *<n- 
ſignified, are, generally, ſo very ri- &. 
diculous, that *tis hard to ſay, 
whether they were learnedly bufie 


or idle, that thought fit to trouble 


themſelves or the World with 


them. 
And ſurely, though ſome 


Dreams have been Divine ; fuch 


Rules of interpreting any, are ſo 
meanly bumane, as to be fit enough - 
to be thrown in hither, and 
thrown away with the reſt of the 
traſh noted before. And ma 

help to let us ſee, that the fore- 
knowledge of the future things we 
are conſidering, is ſo impoſſible 
ro humane nature, improved by 
whatſoever Rules and Precepts of 
our deviſing, that while men ſeek 
to become wiſe in this kind, by ſuch 
means, 


- [preting of fuch dreams as contain not Qneiro 


_ Achmic. 
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means, they do but befool them- 
ſelves, and are not a whit the 
more knowing, but ſhew themſelves 
the leſs prudent and ſober. 

And if ſuch knowledge be a 
thing whereof humane nature, by 
it ſelf, is not capable ; To be im- 
patient of ignorance in theſe things, 
is to be oficnded that God hath 
made us ſuch Creatures as we find 
we are. That is, if this had been 
the natural endowment of ſome other 
order of Greatures, how unreaſona- 
ble were it that a man ſhould 
quarrel with his own nature,. and 
with the inſeparable circumſtan- 
ces of his own ſtate ? All Crea- 
rures are of limited natures to one 
or other particular kind. This or 
that Creature admits of all the 
perfections of its own kind. Ir ad- 
mits not thoſe of another kind. How 
tooliſh were it if a man ſhauld 
bh vex 


APPENDIX. 


ex himſelf that he cannot fly like 


a Bird, or run like a Stag, or 
ſmell like a Hound, or cannot as 
an Angel fly, at pleaſure, be- 
tween Heaven and Earth, or viſit 
the ſeveral Orbs, and exactly 
meaſure their Magnitudes and 
Diſtances from one another ! 
Secondly, We are therefore to 
conſider that the affectation of 
ſuch fore-knowledge (i, e. to have 
it mn and of our ſelves, or by any 
means of our deviſing) is unlawful 
as well as impoſible. Indeed this 
might be collected from the for- 
mer. For the capacity of our na- 
tures ought to limit our deſires. And 
it hence. alſo, further appeares un- 
lawful upon the higheſt account, 
in that it were to aſpire to what 
is moſt peculiar, and appropriate to 
the Deity. For hereby the great 
God demonſtrates his Godhead,and 


expoſtu- 
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poſtulating with Idolaters, inſults 


over the unactive ignorance of 
their impotenc and inanimate Dei. 
fles upon this account. Produce 


21,22,23 your cauſe (faith he) bring forth your 


rong reaſons. Let them bring then 
forth, and ſhew us what ſhall bappen, 
Shew the things that are to come hereaf- 
ter that we may know that ye are Gods, 
q. d, If they be Gods why do they 
not, 4s Gods predi& things to 
come, that it they be Gods we 
know it? So in the 42 of 

ho lame Prophecy, ver. 8, 9. 
am the Lord, that is my Nane, 
my Glory will Tnot give to another, net- 
ther my Praiſe to graven Images. Be» 
bold the former things are to come to 
paſſe, and new thmgs ; do I declare : Be 


fore they Fpring for th I tell ou of them, 


This isa thing (laith he) thatdoth 
peculiarly belong to me. Ir isa 
Glory of 1 mine that ſhall neyer be 

im- 
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imparted. And to the ſame ſenſe 
is thatin the 46 of thac Prophecy, 


| 9, 10. Remember the former things of 


old,” for I am God, and there is none 
elſe, I am God, and there 4s none like 
me, declaring the end from the begin- 
ning, and from ancient times the thmg's 
that are not yet done, ſaying ; my Coun- 
fel ſhall ſtand, and 1 will do all my 
pleaſure. So alſo did our Bleſſed 
Saviour, when he had a mind to 
convince that he was, as he gave 
out, the Son of God, deſign the 
ſame medium for that purpole. 


Now I tell you before it come, that john 3; 
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when it is come to paſſe, ye may believe '* 
that 1 am be. And again, I have Q ,, 
told you before it come to paſſe, that %% 


Þhen it 4s come to paſſe, ye might be- 
lieve. 


It was indeed the great Temp- 


ration uſed to our unhappy firſt 
Parents ; You ſhall be as Gods knowing 


good 


| 
| 
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good and evil. Undoubtedly that 
knowledge wherewith they were 
tempted, muſt include at leaſt, 
foreknowledge in it. You ſhall be 
as Gods knowing &c. They were 
tempted by an expectation of be- 
ing, in this reſpect, made like God, 
and we are become by it, in this 
reſpect, like Beaſts that periſh, and 
in other reſpetts, like the Devils 
themſelves, who joy in our decepti- 
on and perdition. Too like Beaſts 
in ignorance,and Devils in Malignity ! 
What canbe a more preſump- 

tuous arrogance thanto aim at the 
royalties of the Godhead ! If ro affect 
what belongs to the riature and 
capacity of another Creature were 
fooliſh; to aſpire to any preroga- 
tive, and peculiarity of God hm- 
ſelf, cannot but be extreamly im- 
pious and wicked | Are weto be of- 
tended that we are Creatures ? that 
Our 
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our natures and the capacity of 


our underſtandings are not unli- 


mited , and all comprehend- 
ing, when we owe it to the meer 
benignity and good pleaſure of 
our maker, that we are any thing ? 
and much more, that we have any 
ſuch thing as an underſtanding ar all ? 

Yea, and if this knowledge were 
not peculiar to God, yet inaſmuch 
as he hath not given it us, nor ap- 
pointed us any means of attaining 
it, 'tis an uncreaturely difÞþoſition, not 
to be ſatish'd without it. "The re- 
buke our Saviour gave his Diſciples 
in one particular caſe of this na- 
ture,ought alſo to be moaitory to 
us,in all ſuch caſes,i.e. When they 
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enquire wilt thou at this time reſtore AR 1.6. 


again the Kingdom to Ijrael ? His an- 


{wer is reprehenſive. It is not for ver. 5. 


you to know the Times or the Seaſons 
Which the Father hath put m his own 
ED Pows 


o 


» Y [ +, 


Power. The expreflion is remarka- | wy 

ble | which the Father hath putin his | 14 

tem. own power | it implies, as if, by a po- qu 
"  fitive att, God had reſerv'd, and | 1; 
lockt up from us,the things which 

he hath not vouchſat't to reveal. | + 

And we may ſee how he hath, as | {& 

it were mduſtriouſly, drawn a cur- | x, 

tain between the preſent and future | þ 

time, that we cannot ſee fo far as | 1 

one moment before us. Shall we | ;, 

with rude and irreverent hands, as | ;, 

it were attempt to rend, or draw | { 
aſide the curtain ? = 
2dly. And from hence we ma y 

alſo ſee,inthe nexrplace how little p 
encouragement we have inthe other | ; 

Way to expett this knowledg, viz, by | 
ſupplicatmg God for it as an extraordi- | , 

14ry gift to be obtain'd immediate» | 

ly from him. If we have not Wiſdom | |, 
'enough,topreſent untohimreaſona- | |, 

ble defires,wve may expect his Wiſdom | | 
will 
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will denyus ſuch as are unreaſonable. 
He is never ſo apt to diſlike our re- , 
queſts for their being toogreat,as too 
little. Or for their having nothing 
valuable,or important in them,no- 
thing ſuitable ro him, or to us, fit 
tor him to give,or for us to ſeek or 
recieve. In the preſent caſe,'tistrue, 
he hath ſometimes favoured men 
with this kind of knowledg, ordain- 
ed and inipired Prophets, who were 
to fignihe his purpoſes and plea- 
ſure to others. Bur it was rather 
modeſtly declin'd, then ſought ; and 
was, moſtly, upon great and im- 
portant occaſions for high and ve- 
ry conſiderable ends, and to be et- 
tected, at ſeaſons, and by perſons 
of his own chooſing. 

Nor doth ic ſeem a thing ht for 
men to make the matter of Petiti- 
on. For if they ſhould,eicher ic muſt 
be for ſome reaſon peculiar to them- 

P 2 ſelves, 
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ſelves,and which others cannot ge- 


nerally alledge, as well as they ; 
which it is not ſuppoſable any can 
be able to aſſign. Or for ſome 
common reaſon, that concerns the 
generality of men as much. And 
then, we are ſure, it can be of no 
weight; for,upon the ſame reaſon, 
all ſhould, as much, be Prophets. 
Which it is plain he doth nor judg 
fit (who can beſt judge) in that he 
hath not made them ſo. And that 
this is a Communication nor fit 
to be conſtant,and general, at all times, 
& to all perſons,is evident in it ſelf. 
And may appear by divers conſi- 
cerations that partly reſpect God, 
and his Government, partly our 
rd and 

concernment. 
1, On Gods part. It would great- 
'Y detract from the MajeSty of his 
overnment that it ſhould have no 
Arcana, 
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Arcana, and that all things ſhould 
lye open to every eye. We may 
ealily apprehend that the dignity 
of the Divine Government was, 
in this reſpe,deſign'd to be kept up 
to an awful height, when we find 
there is ſomewhat mentioned to us\ 
(and how many things more may 
there be that ar not mentioned? ) 
which the Angels m heaven know not, 
nor the humane. ſoul of our Lord 
himſelf, but the Father only. 

Nor again, was it ſuitable (par- 
ticularly) to the Government of God 
over man,n this preſent tate, which 
we find defign'd for a State of pro- 
batitt ; to be concluded, and fhur 
up at laſt by a ſolemn judgment. For 
unto this ſtate, the final judgment 
hath its peculiar, only reference. 
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Therein we are to receive | the 2 Cor. g. | 


plain'd) according to what we have 
T1 done 


things done in the body ]i.e,(as 'tis ex- © 
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done whether 200d or evil. How unfic 


were it that Probationers for Eternity, 


ſhould, generally.foreknow events that 
fhall fall our in the ſtate of their 
Tryal 2 Wherein ils are to be 
ſtritly ty'd up to rules without re- 
gard to Events. And are to approve 
themlelves in that ſincerity, conſtan- 
cy, fortitude, dependance upon God, re- 
ſignation of themſelves, and their con- 
cerns to him,that could have little 
place or opportunity to ſhew 
themſelves, in a ſtate wherein all 
things were at a certainty to them. 
2.0n our own part. It is to be con- 
ſidered that the foreknowledge of tem- 
porary Events, is not a thing of that 
value to us, which we may, per- 
haps,imagine itis.It would ſerveus 
more for Curioſity than Hſe. Anun- 
fit thing- for us to Petition in, or 
expect to be gratih'd. The wiſer 


O 
Heathens have thought meanly of 


ik. 


It. 
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it. They have believed, indeed, 
that God did ſometimes enable 
men to Propheſie but have re- 
ckon'd it, as One of them ſpeaks, ,..... 
a gift indulg'd unto humane impru- Jv - 


| Pro ron 
dence. That Authour accounts 94; 


avJeo- 


weaker minds, the uſual ſubjects of 5%: 
it. That no man in bis right mind, at- ww. 


tain'd it,but either being alienated Tin. 


tTes 


from himſelf, by ſleep Or a Diſeaſe. pus 
And that they were not wont to 
underſtand,themſelves,the meaning 
of their own viſtons, but muſt have 
chem interpreted by others. The 
reſult of a larger diſcourſe, he hath 
about it, than is fit here to be in- 
ſerted comes to this, that fools Di- 
vine and wiſe mu#t judge. W hereupon 
another thinks ſuch Prophelies lir- Cicers. 
tlero be regarded, counting it 
ſtrange that what a wiſe man could not 
fee a mad man ſhould. And that when one 
hath loſt humane ſenſe be ſhould obtain 
Drvme ! P 4 They 
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They were not acquainted in- 
deed with -thoſe ways wherein 
God revealed his mind to Holy men 
whom he uſed as his own Amanu- 
enſes, or Penmen, or who were 0- 
therwiſe to ſerve him, for ſacred 
purpoſes. But when we conſider 
Balaams being a Prophet, methinks 
we ſhould not be over fond of the 
thing it ſelf ,abſtraftly conſidered. How 
unſpeakably is the Spirit of Holineſs 
as ſuch, to 6 prefer'd ! To have 
an heart ſubject to God, willing 
to be governed by him. To com- 
mit to him,even in the dark, our leſs 
conſiderable, Temporal concern- 
ments ; and confidently to rely, 
for our eternal concernments, up- 
on his plain word, in the Goſpel, 
wherein Life, and Immortality, are 

brought to light, would make us lit- 


| tle feel the need of Prophecy. The 


radical principle of Holineſs 1s Love 
(for 
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(for it is the fulfilling of che Law) 
in the abſence wherof, the Apo- 
tle efteems the gift of Prophecy 
(with the addition of underitanding 
all Myſteries, and all Knowledge) to 
go for nothing. 

And it we ſtrictly conſider ; 
wherein can we pretend it need- 
ful to us to fore-know the Events 
that are before us ? They are ei- 
ther bad and ungrateful, or good and 
grateful. For the _ ſort, what 
would it avail us to tore-know 
them ? That we may avoid them? 
That is a contradiction. How are 
they avoidable,when we know they 
will befall us? Is it that we be 
not ſurpriz'd by them ? We have 
other means toprevent it. To bear 
an equal temper of mind towards all 


Conditions. To live always, 1n, 


this Region of changes , expecting 
the worſt, Ar leaſt not to expect 
reſt 
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reſt on Earth, to familiarize to 


our ſelves the thoughts of trou- 
bles ; apprehending,as to thoſe that 
are private, we are always liable. 
And for any greater, common ca- 
lamities that we may ſhare in with 


the generality uſually,they come on 


more {lowly. There, often, are 
premonitory tokens, ſuch as were 
beforc-mentionedinthis diſcourſe, 
ſufhcient ro keep us from being 
ſurpriz'd. And with the reſt this 
may concur (as was ſaid)that per- 
haps Some or other (of that value, 
and conſideration, as to deferve 


our regard) may,- in ſuch a caſe, 


haye great pre-apprehenſions of 
approaching trouble, which whe- 
ther they proceed from their grea- 
ter prudence, and fagacity ; or 
from any more Divine impreſſion 
upon their minds, we need not 
determine. If it ſhould be the 

late 
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latter, the deſign may yer be, not 
to aſcertain, bur to awaken us. Up- 
on which ſuppoſition, a ſerious con- 
ſideration of the thing , may well 
conſift with ſuſpending our belief of 
it. And whether it prove true or 
falſe, if we are put thereby, upon 
the doing of nothing, but whar a 
prudent man,and a good Chriſtian 
ſhould do, however ; and unco 
which we only needed excitation, 
a very — end is gained. Af- 
faires are generally managed in 
humane , yea and in the Chriſtian 
Life, upon no certainty of this or that 
particular event; "Tis enough 
that we are put upon ſeaſonable con- 
fideration of what concerns us, in 
the one kind,or the other, and do 
accordingly ſteer our courfe. When 
Jonah was ſent to Nineve upon that 
ungrateful errand. And came a 
{tranger into that luxurious Paganiſh 


City 
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City, though he brought them no 
Credentials fn Heaven,”nor (that 
we find) wrought any miracle ro 
confirm his Miſſion, yet the mat- 
ter he publiſhed in their ſtreets, 
being # its ſelf moſt conſiderable, 
and they having (no doubt) ſuffci- 
ent light, ro know their practices 
were ſuch as deſery'd the doom 
they were threatned with, and 

needed redrefle, they hereupon 


conſider what he ſaid,reform, and | 


are ſpared. And what harm was 
now done in all this ? except that 
Jonah had too tender a concern for 
his own reputation, and leſt he 
ſhould be thought a falſe Pro- 
phet. Whereas the event that happen- 
ed did better prove the impreſſion, 
upon his mind, Divine ; than the 
deſtruftion of the City, after their 
Repentance, had done. Ir being a 
thing more agreeable to the Di- 
vine 
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vine nature,and more worthy of God, to 
fave,than deſtroy,a penitent People.If we 
ſee no ſuch diſpoſition to Repentance, we 
have the more reaſon to expett the over- 
flowing Calamity;and have enough to pre- 
vent our being ſurpriz'd, without fore- 
knowing the Event. 

But for Events that are pleaſing and 
grateful, no matter how ſarprizing they 
be. The mor&, the better, the ſweeter, 
and the pleafanter. When God turn'd a- 


gain the Captizity of Zion we were as themt py, ..5. 


that dream. Then was our month fill-1 with 
laughter, and our tongue with (inging.[t en- 
haunceth Mercy,when it is prevezztzyg,and 


| wnexpeFed. 


And we may add,concerning 7/ events; 
it is not only zeedlefto forekr:ow them, but 
better to be ignorant. Think what a caſe we 
were in, had we the proſpect, lying di- 
ſtintly,before us,of all the evils that ſhall 
befall us through our whole Life. Sch 4 
day I ſhall have a terrible fit of the Cholick,, 
or the $tonezſuch a day,y houſe will be burnt 
or I ſhall be undone, and reduc'd to beggary. 
Such a day my Husband,Wife,or this or that 
pleaſant Child will dye. At ſuch a time, I 
ſhail breaka bore, cy be in priſon, &c.\Were 
this knowledge a felicity £ Some may think 
( lays 
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(fays * Cicero )it were of great concernment 
to us to know what ſhall happen. But (he 
adds } Dicearchus wrote a great book to 
ſhew it is better to be ignorant. He had in- 
deed a copious Argument, and the Book, 
tis like, were a Fewel.But enough 1s obvi- 
ous to any mans reaſon that will ſoberly 
conſider. [finite knowledge 1s only agree- 
able to infinite Wiſdom,and Power. How 
unſutable were the knowledge, we are 
apt to covet, to our impotency, and im- 
prudence ! As monſtrous as the Head of a 


Giant,joyned tothe * Body of a Child. The 


increaſe of ſuch knowledge would,certain- 
ly,but increaſe owr ſorrow; and be to us 
but an Engine of torture, a Medaſa's 
head, always aftrighting us with it's own 
Idea's, that would be worle to us, and 
more tormenting than Szakes and Ser- 
pents. Divine Mere , in theſe reſpets, 
keeps us 1gnorant. Thereto tis fit we 
ſhould attribute it, not to i// will, asthe 
Devil at firſt ſuggeſted 5 and as they 
ſcem'd to apprehend, againſt whom Plu- 
tarch ſagely reaſons. That it was very im- 


_ O- probable, that God, who hath given ws birth, 


* ledge of things to come. 


nouriſhment, being and undeſtanding, ſhould 
intend only to (ignifie bis diſpleaſure ts- 
wards us,by withholdint from us the know- 
Would 
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Would we know what concerns our 
Duty ? We have-plain rules to dirett us, 
it would but tempt, diſturb, or divert us 
many times to know the Evert. © You 
« need not conſult a Dzzzner, (ſaith a Epitte. 
« Heathen) whether you are, with ha- 

* zard, to help your friend, or defend 

* your Countrey. © Nor any thing, by 

« ike reaſon,which we already know we 

«* ought to do.s No more (faith one com- Sinplic. 
& menting upon him)than whether a man 

« ſhould Eat, or Sleep > Or whether an 

* husbandman ſhould Plant or Sow ? 

Or would we fill Gur minds with great 
thoughts, and employ them about matters 
more important than the affairs of the 
preſent time 2 Belides all the great things 
that we know to be paſt, Let us look, for- 
ward to certain fruturities, Wema y look 
even with'a certain expeation for the 
day, when the Heavens ſhall be rolled up 
4s a Scrowl, and paſs away with ereat noiſe, 
and the Elements melt with fervent heat, 
and the Earth, and all things therein be 
conſumed and burnt up. We have a cer- 
tain foreknowledge of the final, glorioxs, 
appearing and coming of our Lord, We 
know he will come, and it will be glori- 
oully (* Behold the Sor of man coming mm © 
the 
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the Heatens with Power and great Glory |) 
Such things as theſe we look for arcord. 
ing to his promiſe, He will come, and his 
reward with hing. The Trumpet will ſound, 
and the dead ariſe. How great a thing is it 
to have Graves opening all the World 
over! And Men and Women ſpringing 
up, afreſh, out of the duſt ! And all the 
choſen ones of our Lord carght wp into 
the Clouds, to meet their Redeemer in the 
Air, and ſo to be for guer with the Lord ! 
Let our Thoughts fly over Earth 
and time, they will be purer, and leffe 
tainted. Let them center in God. They 
will be more ſteady, compos'd and calm, 
Fixedly apprehend him to be moſt wiſe, 
Holy, Good, *Powerful, and Ours, Let 
our hearts quietly truſt in him, 4s ſ«ch. 
And be ſubje&t to him ; Contented to 
[Gi. 42. follow. He will lead the blind in a way 
that they know not; And, it we betake 
our ſelves wholly to him, will be our (od 
for ever and ever, Our God, and our 
(Fuide even to the Death. 


FINIS. 
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